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REVIEW, 




THE Houfe of Commons has now 
given its final decifion with regard 
to the merits and demerits of Mr. Haftings. 
The grand inqueft of England have deli- 
vered their charges, and preferred theif 
impeachment; their allegations are refer- 
red to proof; and from the appeal to the 
collective wifdom and juftice of the nation 
in the fupreme tribunal of the kingdom, 
the queftion comes to be determined, whe- 
ther Mr. Haftings be guilty or not guilty? 

Whatever may be the event of the im- 
peachment, the proper exercife of fuch a 
power is a valuable privilege of the Britifh 
conftitution, a formidable guardian of the 

A 2 public 
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public liberty, and the dignity of the na- 
tion. The prefent exercife of that popular 
right, coeval with the Houfe of Commons, 
is without a parallel in pad ages, and will 
be interefting to pofterity. The reprefent- 
ativcs of the nation have called to their 
bar the fupreme governor of their Indian 
dominions! on the fuppofition of delin- 
quency; his adminiftration, though fplendid, 
fuccefsfuU and beneficial to his country, has 
been charged with tyranny and oppreflBon; 
overlooking his confeffed and cfFedual fer- 
vices for thirteen years, which, at a critical 
period, faved that empire from deftrudion, 
they have preferred the vindication of the na- 
tional cbara£ter, to the advancement of the 
public intereft; and ereding, in the eyes 
of Europe, a throne of mercy for the 
opprefled inhabitants of India, proceed to 
difplay their juftice, and vindicate their 
honour, before the tribunal of the world* 

Such an exertion of public virtue (if to 
public virtue it ftiall be referred) is, indeed, 

Above all Greek, above all Roman fame ; 

and 
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and will furnifh a memorable example to 
future time^, that no ftation however exalted, 
BO abilities however fplendid^ tio fervices 
however beneficial or meritorious; that not 
even the fmile of the fovercign, nor the 
voice of the people, can protect a Britiih 
fubjedl from impeachment, and a public 
delinquent from puniflimenti if found 
guilty. 

In a queftion of fuch importance, which 
interefts the honour of the nation, and may 
involve the charader, the fortune, and the 
life of a delegated Sovereign of India, the 
fubjeds of this free government, in which 
all orders of men are reprefented in the great 
council of the nation, are ever ready and 
zealous to embrace a fide. The law of So- 
lon, which enjoined every citizen to take a 
part in public affairs, recommends itfelf 
forcibly to the feelings of Englifhmcn, 
The only da.nger is, that from the influence 
of fadion, and the awe which i« annexed to 
great names, they may be prompted to deter- 
mine before they inquire, and to pronounce 

judgment 
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judgment without examination. But we 
ought to confider, that though impeachable 
matter has been found in the charges againft 
Mr. Haftings, nothing has been proved; 
that though he has been accufed by the 
Houfe of Commons, he has not been tried 
by the Houfe of Peers ; and that, according 
to the liberal principles of the law of Eng- 
land, he is to be prefumed innocent till he be 
found guilty. To affift the Public in the in- 
veftigation of this important fubjed, I fhall 
prefent them with a view of the principal 
charges againft the late Governor General 
of Bengal, eftimate the demerit or crimina- 
lity ^hich they contain, and then adduce 
fome obfervations, that may prepare the 
reader to form a judgment of his own. 

The preamble to the articles of impeach- 
ment is the firft thing which merits atten- 
tion. The report of the Committee con- 
tains the following charge againft Mr. 
Haftings: " That, not regarding the fa- 
cred obligation of his oath, nor the import- 
ant duties of the^ high offices to which he 

was 
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was appointed, but entertaining bafe and 
corrupt views of procuring for himfelf and 
his dependants exorbitant wealth, &c. he 
did, by many unjuftifiable ads, by him 
done and committed, whilft he was Prefi- 
dent and Governor General of Bengal, and 
by various unwarrantable and criminal prac- 
tices, faithlefsly, illegally, and tyranni- 
cally, violate the duties of his ftation : by 
each and all of which practices, the wel- 
fare of the Eaft India Company has mate* 
rially fufFered, the happinefs of the native 
inhabitants of India been deeply afFeded^ 
their confidence in Englifli faith and lenity 
fliaken and impaired, and the honour of the 
crown and charader of this nation, as far 
as in him lay, wantonly and wickedly de- 
graded."— —Aflertions fo hardy, and ac- 
cufations fo atrocious, ought not to have 
been introduced into the preamble of an im- 
peachment before an aflembly fo refpedable 
as the Houfe of Peers/ without the cleareft 
and moft uncontrovertible evidence. In 
all tranfa£tions of a political nature, there 
are many concealed movements, that efcape 

6 the 
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the dctedion of the world : but there are 
fome fadis fo broad and glaring, fo confpi- 
cuous and prominent, as to ilrike the gene- 
ral eye, and meet the common level of the 
human underftanding. However adapted 
fuch rhetorical exaggerations might be to 
the character of accufers before a popular 
afTembly, whofe judgment is to be gained 
through the medium of the paflions, they 
arc highly improper and indecent for the 
Delegates of the Lower Houfe of Parlia- 
ment, when they come forward to verify 
Affertions by proof before the higheft tri- 
bunal of the kingdom ; a tribunal at which 
the appeal is made, from tranflent feelings 
and temporary paflions, to the fteady prin- 
ciples of reafon, jullice, and law. That 
the welfare of the £a(l India Company has 
materially fufFered by the various unwar- 
rantable and criminal pradices of Mr. Hail-* 
ing8> is pronounced with boldnefs ; but 
where is the authority, and what is the 
evidence ? Mercantile communities will 
certainly be allowed to be the beft judges of 
their own interefts. The Eafl: India Com-* 

pany 
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queflionl^^ :Tiie::X&(iiB't raf rB^GfiiiatcdQyaiuid 
the Court of Diredlors, have given their 
i^amifidiis nQ(}t&raftl£liixk£i t'^MaqHsefliigs, 

ijt^-^iKkrA^ te:ihft[CoinpaQ5R$tft«f{hkvin^ 
^p^74ti 'mcbmmmt:^biU ai>iHi:^}a(ii&£ii:4 
tirfnjjn: thc.imfaigfementtaEffiiqfflfiaffaSOTj 
fBistWtflitrfy hi feiding-trcrfGrniteb:) fb£'fifi«p« 
potting itliewai^ iarrtic -Carri4tlcJ)Sfl)wi tjBaj 
flQuaWjT wai: in -danger bfeibeingr 'lofQ 
(hns>ugfe.:tKi&:fudceftftJ irrupdon^r.Hydeo 
Ally Cav^n^ iittedlify tire:p6wc|^a'ffiftanctf 
b(f tbe:Fiirac^radddrDr lidaiirhiyiiin^^earied) 
2Uid\^ fqccefs&ll vCasoSeayours iii : pi:ctcuring 
tife/laie piatc yeUJll|ie^ fcvefaFflpfmers dn 

• •/tItJLl s-<^ <y| Kl J „ - ' • ' .^.. ^^' .-'A 

i/.lche. vodcci df thh Eaft India j€bnlpany 
pro61ainfertof-the^hvdpl& "the losg, :tha 
faiili&d, andjdbe inerkoriolis fcrvlcesof Mn 
ttaftiogs'^ and 'mankind vvill .abide' hy 
fb»ii^ibei3aterd€fci6on9 rathtfrnthan by ithq 
inttmj^rai^^ aflcction.of a Commitfi??', whdfd 
pa.tripiip |p(§u[a{#>o» .*pd theories .of ^mer-* 

B : cantile 
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CMlifo^ibferdfa ajretinq^cd widi the dark iccfK 
hmrseof foipfacUiids&vainf criiiiiQatiQDi ' 






i- TlibHpoit*o£ the Cbdmnttiee of Scoreojr 
alfaftates>^ «f lEUattbe 1t!ai{i{tiaQ& bf ilha lia* 
tivC' idln^Units of Indira h^ teen dise^^ 
affisddok^: tbdr <x)QGk)ence m £figlf(h &itls 
9od lenity flialDedt and impaired, and/thef 
ehnJtdiQst of tloriiation'wa^tcitily bnd Wiek^ 
tiUy dtgraded/' Various complaitots of 9 
(itnilar nature hare Tuitig ik the pul)li;c^ isfi^ 
oohi^ernrhg tht mfferies of Indoftai^ and 
the fufferisigs T>f tiie< idi^^oted i0fa^d)£ta(jik« 
The oppn0ed and agofaizing millicms of' 
India have been reprefeosted as implorto^ 
the compaffion^ the jtiftice, and the vei^- 
gcance of this country. But where ar« the 
records of their calamities to be found i 
What depiiies have they fent to «plain 
their wrongs and tlieir iirfferings ? Wiiat 
advocates hanre they appointied to petittod 
for redrefe and relief ? None; Their comi 
plaints againft the late Governor General 
of Bengal have never- been hear^V^ tiot 
within the wails of the Hou^e of Ccttnmo^ 
I It 



Vf^jfCfpl^ln tk^q aflfaijfs of.Indi^, thft no per,, 
i^p.^ycr epJQje^ ;th^ «>n^»9e both of th^ 
i?«im-u^d . ^?SK?fiean. , powers, mqre tha^ 

ai>4'«?ff5«^:frP«?rit^? inhabitant's, of :^n^oftaft. 

^jrf;i<?d.to CalciJ^ m^ csir^fi^\\j-ch:aA&te^ 
ip Ji»4U *. ,. It/w^, jcpowfV A^ .t^at tijp^ 

miliionf have Kent their foiQglafitits 19 thi^ 
country : not a figh nor a groan has been 

tee be^ft trf^^i?te(J by:.t|iq^ jery |)rince? 
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bbflimifttle ' of ' Stfciecy •? WUT hiku^attlon^ 
Biift'^ri -atihca^^fti^ 3^bric,':-prepoflef9 

•What' etdi^it^aiP W6 gtV5» W ihwltiplfed * ^ 

ttit^ drij^i^ '-£tW[i' mifrSpVefeOiation' 4md 

' '■ The ficfi ' • aVtide • of inup^durtient il 
t»ncaftrnmg^©h€ifl'Sing, the ^Zemindar of 
BiSafcsi feul4ahl?Siog, tBerfit5«p^f th'rf 
ifefiah, v^iis inerdy an :/^«»»/, o^^faS-meif and 
coHeft'or- cfp thei'?e^enuifs, for' Sujah ul 
Dhi^lkht -NabQb«f Obtle, and VcJ^r of -th* 
fWo^iil empire. ' Whedi on the iSkce&k-f^ 
mka^Ty CMt Sing vests' 63nfiif med ia the 



Tste of ooWadjot ibr the Vizir; he pai4 
2oo,bo<9 poiind^' ais a gift o^ abzzef-anah, 
^tf^ an'addittlsibafr' retit 'af : jcJjdIb p6Uhda 






yet annum.^' *;a.**j^. 






oAjt' the father %a^ no^Hioife ttiAit tin 
'Mff^, the fdh fiicceeded 'onlyto.hls right* 
tititfptettnfibri*. " ^tby a'ftfnnUd granted 
'id hltn by- the Nibob Sujah Dowlah in 
**-''' -^ September 



Mr. Ha^ngfi, he acquired, a Ifgal title :((? 
property in the J^nd,, tii^ *a^ iraifcd from 

^ c&kot of 4Hmii to t^faiik:Pf Zwiodai^. 
Aliout four yew aftet tbe deitb of feds 
Wmt Sieg* tjie Goy^jii&r <3q<<M:al ^ 
Council of Bengal obtained the foy^r^igQXjjf 
paramount of the province of Benares. On 
the traasfei' of this fqi^efeign^i the Qo^ 
yerQor an4 .Council propofed. a.4iew gf;^ 
to Cheit iSiogy confirming his former grif 
vilegee^ aqd conferring upon hiu^ the adr 
ditictti of the fovereign rights c^ the mint^ 
tod the powers of criminal juftice with re* 
gard to life 4fid death. He was thiea f^ 
ccigoized by the Cojpapapy as.t»e ,9sf ^iy 
Zemindars; a tributary -fx^y^^ or feudar 
tory yaffali of th« Pri|iAi;if?ppir^.>o,Ipr 

doftaQ« The feudal fyftfiflb which w^s fpfir 
merly fuppofed to be peculiar to. pur .Gptj^i^ 
anceftors/ has always prevailed in the Eaft. 
In every deferiptio^^ ^f t^^ form of \go- 
vernment, notwithilandii)g accidental va^ 
riaiionsy there ^r^ tWQ aE9bcis^tipQs exproQed 
lor underftood ; one for inters) fecurityj thf 

other 



otHer fop €)rtemftl defence. Tlie King or 
If &b(:4>9 ct5AfiBr& proteaion oh tfce fendatory 
hiPoii a^ t»lbu<arf priace^ cm toadition eff 
sill tinliual revenue in the time of peace; 
<&<! (if tttilili^y ifervice, partly commutable 
ft*^ mbAey, in the time 6f war. The feudal 
]|ictdant£»'^ t^t toiddle ages 7n Europe, the 
fibe paid td tfee foperidr 6iiiHarmgei niu^ari* 
pip^ i^diif^ iio. torrefpond to tbc atinuat 
ftibeifc in Afia. Military fervice in war, 
afid exfrdelrdiifiary ^ids in^ the event of tK^ 
trawdinary emergenciee, ^;s^re comatoii td 
both*. 

Wherr 

* Notwitbftandifig this analogy, the powers and 
privitegei of a 2!emfn(faff have never been fo weU af- 
certained and defined as thofe of a Baron in the feudal 
fgps* Though |he office has uTiiali^ di^fiieiHied ^ the 
pofterily of the Zemindar, under the cpremony df iiM 
and inveftiCMfe) a maferiai decreafe in the cultivatieHi 
OP decline in tbQ population of ihe diftrid, has fome* 
iHnes been coniidered as a gr^Hind to difpoffefi him* 
When XtvBinA^r^ have SwitA in their engagements to 
|he ftate^ ttioilgh^ not to the extent to juftify expulfion, 
fttpervifors baveofcen been fent into cbe ZemiAdaries^ 
iiirhohAiwftfmed.0il)the laad^,L and exercifed autfao« 
fity under ibe Dueonee laws, independent of the Ze« 
miodar. Tbefe circvfnfiantes ftrongly nKif k their de* 
pindmiM 0n>|]hn Nabob*; About a year after the depart 
Cure of Mr, Haftings from India, the que&ion concern* 

ing 
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.. Wl^eo the Governor 0«iM5i^jo£3e©g4 
, in 177,8, made,, ^o cxtrapr^iowy , demai;«| 
on the Zemiodarof iB€n^f6»jfiir:five laQktf 
9f rupees, fthie.BritifJi empire^, in that.p^rt 
of the world, was furrQundedwltheri?rtiflt 
which ihreat?<ie^ its deftruijlion. la 1^77^ 
a. general/cqafederacy W^9 foi:nw3d:anJ5Jflg 
the great piQwers of Indol^ah for the expjjfc 

iuons.f At ;,this oriiis the e:$;pedation ^; ^ 

Vten'^k armapent ^ugmepte<il ^t|?ig^i?)ejali9ft^ 
Janjitifs.of .thjEi .cquAtr^.. ; : Mr, Hafth»g«-i^ 
charged by the Committee, with making;|)is 
|irft .demand under the falfe pretence that 
hoftilities had commenced with France, 
Such an infidious attfem{)t to perver| a.me,- 

Hig the rights of 2emiiiclar8 M^as agitated ^at gr^t 
length in Calcutta, atid after the fuUeft and moft ad-i 
curate invcftigation, the Govertiof Genera) aiid Council 
gave it as their deliberate opinion to the Court of Df-^ 
re6)ors, that the property of the' foil is n6t in the Ze- 
mindar, but in the government; and that a 2emindar 
is merely an officer of government appoUitcd to coWe^ 
its revenues. CheitSing u'nderf{o6d bimfelf t^flartd.iti 
this predicameiit. ^^ I am^" fafdlie, on tdriMs bcea^ 
fions, *' the fervant of th« Circar (govcrwment)/ancl 
ready to* obey your orders.?^ The n^ame and ofR^t 6{ 
Zemindar is not of Hindoo, but MogullnfifcciHoni: > 

' ritorious 
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ntorious adion into a crime, is new even in 
the hiftdry of impeachments. On the 7th 
of July 1778, Mr. Haftings received pri-* 
vate intelligence from an Englilh merchant 
at Cairo, that war had been declared by 
Great Britain on the 23d of March, and 
by France on the 30th of April. Upon 
this intelligence confidered as authentic, it 
was determined to attack all the French 
fettlements in India. The information was 
afterwards found to be premature; but in 
the latter end of Auguft, a fecret difpatch 
was received from England, authorifing 
and appointing Mr. Haftings to take the 
meafures which he had already adopted in 
the preceding month. The Directors and 
the Board of Controul have exprefled their 
approbation of this tranfa£tion, by liberally 
rewarding Mr. Baldwyn, the merchant, for 
fending the earlieft intelligence he could 
procure to Bengal- It was two days after 
Mr. Haftings's information of the French 
war, that he formed the refolution of exadi- 
ing the five lacks of rupees fromCheit Sing, 
and would have mzdejim/lar exaciions from 
all the dependencies of the Company in 

C Jndia# 
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India, had they been in the fame circum- 
flances. The fad is, that the great Zemin- 
dars of Bengal pay as much to Government 
as their lands can afford : Cheit Sing's col- 
left ions were above fifty lacks, and his rent 
not twenty-four. 

The right of calling for extraordinary 
aids and military fervice in times of danger 
being univerfally eftablifhed in India, as it 
was formerly in Europe during the feudal 
times, the fubfequent condudi of Mr. Haft- 
ings is explained and vindicated. The 
Governor General and Council of Bengal 
having made a demand upon a tributary 
Zemindar for three fucceffive years, and 
that demand having been refilled by 
their vaflal, they are juflified in his punifh- 
ment. The neceffities of the Company, 
in confequence of the critical fituation of 
their affairs in 178 1, calling for a high 
fine; the ability of the Zemindar, who 
polTefled near two crores of rupees in money 
and jewels, to pay the fum required ; his 
backwardnefs to comply with the demands 
of his fuperiors; his difaffedion to the 

Englifh 
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Engllfh intereft) and defire of revolt, which 
even then began to appear, and were after- 
wards confpicuous; fully juftify Mr. Haft- 
ings in every fubfequent ftep of his con- 
du<3:. In the whole of his proceedings it 
is manifeft that he had not early formed 
a defign hoftile to the Zemindar, but was 
regulated by events which he could neither 
forefee nor controul. When the neceflary 
meafures which he had taken for fupport- 
ing the authority of the Company, by pu- 
nifhing a refradiory vaflal, were thwarted 
and defeated by the barbarous maflacre of 
the Britifh troops, and the rebellion of 
Cheit Sing, the appeal was made to arms, 
an unavoidable revolution took place in 
Benares, and the Zemindar became the au- 
thor of his own deftru£tion. 

The decifion of the Houfe of Commons 
on this charge againft Mr. Haftings, is one 
of the moft fingular to be met with in the 
annals of Parliament. The Minifter, who 
was followed by the majority, vindicated 
him in every thing that he had don^^ and 
found him blameable only for what he 

C 2 intended 
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intended io do; juftified every ftep of his 
conduB^ and criminated his propofed inten-^ 
tion of converting the crimes of the Ze- 
mindar to the benefit of the ftate, by a 
fine of fifty lacks of rupees. An impeach-, 
ment of error in judgment with regard to 
the quantum of a fine, and for an intention 
that never was executed, and never known to 
the offending party, charaderifes a tribunal. 
inquijition rather than a Court of Parliament. 

The fecond article of impeachment re- 
gards the princefTes of Oude. This quef- 
tion takes its origin from a tranfadioa 
between the Nabob AfTulph ul Dowlah 
and the Bhow Begum of Oude, in whichj 
by the miniftry of Mr. Briflow, he ob- 
tained from her, in November 1775? an 
agreement to pay thirty lacks of rupees on 
the condition of the Nabob's granting to 
her an engagement in writing, with the 
Conjpahy's guarantee, that no more de- 
mands of any kind fliould ever be made 
upon her ; and that flie fhould enjoy, du^ 
ring life^ her jaghires and other eflates and 
pofTefTions unmolefted. The Board ap- 
proved 
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proved of Mr. Briftow's condufl:, and 
confirmed the guarantee. General Cla- 
vering, Colonel Monfon, and Mr. Francis, 
formed at that time a permanent and ua- 
varied majorhy in the government of Ben- 
gal ; and although Mr. Haftings difap- 
proved of that tranfadion, he was certain- 
ly bound to obferve it by the guarantee of 
the council, provided no fuflficient caufe or 
neceffity (houldarife to juftify its violation*. 
Accordingly, in virtue of that engage- 

. * The idea entertained by Mr. Francis* of the exCont 
of the guarantee, and the rights which the Begum had 
acquired under it, may be known from the following 
circumftance: In the month of December 1775, the 
Begum wrote a letter to Mr. Haftings, complaining 
bitterly of the conduft of the Nabob, Mr. Briftow, 
and Murteza Cawn, the Nabob's Minifter. In the 
fame letter, {he defires leave to withdraw from her 
Ton's dominions, unlefs Alige Cav/n, Sujah Dowlah*s 
late Minifter, was re-appointed. Upon the receipt 
of this letter, Mr. Francis obferved, that it feemed 
extraordinary that a lady immured in a feraglio, 
Ihould prefume to talk of appointing Minifters and go- 
verning kingdoms : that he believed the letter not to be 
of her compoficion, as probably (he could not read, but 
written by her eunuch^ who brought it to Calcutta: that 
he had no objedion to grant the Begum an afylum ia 
the Company's provinces, provided the Nabob govt bis 
confenty without which (he could have no right to re- 
move herfelf, or the immenfe wealth in her pspffiony out 
of his dominions. 

ment. 
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meat, the Begum continued iii the quiet and 
unmolefted pofleflion of her jaghires and her 
treafures, till the years 178 1 and 1782, 
when, upon the revolt and rebellion of 
Cheit Sing the Zemindar of Benares, the 
Begums of Fyzabad united their authori- 
ty and influence to harafs and difturb the 
£ngli(h government in India. Circular 
letters were fent to the Zemindars of Oude, 
inciting them to rebellion ; rewards were 
proclaimed for the heads of Englifti officers^ 
foldiers, and fepoys : a general revolt en- 
fued, of which their agents were the prin- 
cipal leaders in the diilrids of Goorucpoor 
and Bareech ; the two chief eunuchs and 
confidential fervants of the younger Begum, 
openly levied troops in the great fquare of 
the city for the avowed fervice of Cheit 
Sing againft the Englifh ; and thefe were 
fent, under the name of Nujubs, to Cheit 
Sing, and actually employed in his battles 
againft us. Thefe fads have been proved 
by the depofitions of the moft refpedable 
witnefles, taken before the Chief Jufticc 
of India, with all the folemnities of law. 

The 
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The letter of Mr. Middleton to Mn Ha- 
flings, dated the 17th of Odober 1781, 
contains full and complete information» 
fufficient to fix this point beyond difpute. 
The important fads inentioned in Mr. 
Middleton's letter were afterwards con- 
firmed by the depofitions of Colonel Han- 
nay,- Captain Williams, Captain Gordon, 
and Major Macdonald, as well as by the 
teftimony of feveral native officers under 
their command ^. 

What has been oppofed to the concur- 
rent and univerfal voice of India, confirm- 
ed by evidence before the Houfe of Com- 
mons ? Unfupported infinuations, arbi- 
trary conjedures, mutilated extracts from 

• Vid. Minutes of Evidence taken before the Houfe 
of Commons, part iv. p. 168 *• Mr. Middleton de- 
pofes, *^ It was my firm belief, that the Begums ufed 
every meafns in their power to promote the rebellion of 
the Rajah Cheit Sing ; and that they encouraged it in 
the Nabob's own dominions ; on that belief, for which 
I had the concurrent teflimony of the whole country^ I 
founded my opinion,, that they had forfeited the pro- 
tedlion of the Eaft India Company.'' The depofition 
of Captain Williams, ibid. p. 163, is fiill ftronger 
and more pointed. 

• Printed for Stockdalc, 

letters, 
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letters, malignant witticifms, and an accu- 
mulation of opprobrious epithets and per- 
ibnal abufe, unworthy of a grave affembly, 
and infulting to the dignity of Parliament. 
Did h ever happen in a court of law, in 
any civilized country, that circumftantial 
and conftruiSlive evidence was preferred to 
dired: and pofitive proof? In the abfence 
of the latter, the former is often admitted ; 
but he would be a ftrange judge indeed, 
who ihould believe his own conjedures 
and conftruftions in oppofition to direct 
and pofitive proof ! The charader of the 
Begum, who, according to Mr. Francis, 
prefumed, on former occafions, ** to talk 
of appointing .minifters and governing 
kingdoms,'* gi^^es* credibility to the charges 
againft her; the evidence produced was 
fuiEcient to convince the Governor General 
of her treacherous and hoftile intentions : 
with juftice, therefore, as well as wifdom, 
he gave orders to feize thofe treafurfis, 
which put the city at her devotion, and 
to refume thofe jaghires (giving at the 
fame time an equivalent), which enabled 

7 her 



her to keep up numerous bands of military 
attendants *. 

If the behaviour of the Begums, who 
had formerly abetted the rebellion of Cheit 
Sing, and were then in a fiate of revolt> 

* The only objedlonable part of Mr. Haftings's 
condu6l throughout this buHnefs, appears to have been 
his confenting to take affidavits in order to prove a h6k 
of univerfal notoriety : his motive, however, he has 
explained in the Benares Narrative. It was not to fa- 
tisfy himfelf, but to convince others, that the revolt of 
Cheit Sing (though not the moment of revolt) was 
premeditated. I mean not to anticipate the additional 
evidence which is now in England, both with refpe^ 
to the Begums and Cheit Sing : it is impoffible, how- 
ever, to pafs over one very remarkable fad. In the 
original charges, reflexions were cad upon Colonel 
Hannay and Captain Gordon for omitting to (late, in 
their affidavits, the letters of civility which pafTed be* 
tween them and the Begum. Colonel Hannay was 
dead; but Captain Gordon, the brother of Lieutenant 
Colonel Gordon, was then in England, and mighc 
have been fummoned to date the fa£^. Mr. Burke did 
not call him in 1786, and Mr. Haftings would call 
no perfon. In Mr. Sheridan's fpeech * the next year» 
he laid particular ftrefs on this cirjCumflance. Captain 
Gordon, who was in the fouth of France at the time, 
came over to Ensland immediately on reading Mr. 
Sheridan^s fpeech, but too late to defend hlmfelf before 
the Houfe of Commons. Of courfe he referves him- 
felf for another tribunal. 

* Priated for Stockdale. 
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jufllficd the proceedings of the EngHfh go- 
vernment againft them, the fituation of our 
affairs in the Eaft rendered them not only 
expedient but neceffary. In every form of 
government, even the moft free, a difcre- 
tionary and defpotic power muft fome- 
times be exercifed. There are critical pe- 
riods in human affairs, when a ftri£t con- 
formity to the letter of the law may endan* 
ger the fafety of the nation and the exift- 
cnce of the ftate, Infuch (ituationsitis given 
in charge to the fupreme executive power, 
*' Ne quid detrimenti reffublica capiat^* 
Political neceflity, like felf-prefervation, 
fuperfedes all laws. The certainty of dan- 
ger will excufe the exertion, and the public 
fafety juftify the infringement. PufiUani- 
mity at fuch a period is tacit treafon againft 
the flate, which enjoins us to prefer the 
fecurity of the public to that of the indi- 
vidual. Then the laws of all nations, like 
thofe of Sparta, after the battle of Leudra, 
** fleep for one moment, that they may 
awake for ever." \ 

The 
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The fituation of India, at the period 
when Mr. Haftings fupported the Nabob 
of Oude, in feizing the treafures, and re- 
fuming the jaghires of the Begum, was 
one of the moft critical and momentous to 
be found, even in a hiftory fo full of fud- 
den revolutions and unexpeded cataftrophes 
as that of Indoftan. In September 1780, 
intelligence was received in Calcutta, that 
Hyder Ally Cawn had defeated the Britifti 
troops commanded by Colonel Baillie, and 
that Sir Heftor Monro had found it necef- 
fary to retreat to Madras. At the fame 
time, accounts arrived, that a ftrong arma- 
ment was expected from the ifland of Mau- 
ritius, in order to co-operate with Hyder 
Ally. When Sir Eyre Coote arrived in 
fafety at Madras*, with a reinforcement of 
men, money, and provifions, he wrote to 
the Governor and Council, that his army 
muft- in future be paid and fed from Ben- 
gal ; and that with every affiftance that 
<!ould be given him the iffue would be ex- 
ceedingly doubtful. At this moment Chinx- 

♦ The 4th of November 1780. 
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Dagee Boolla, the fon of Moodagee, was at 
the head of an army of Mahrattas at 
Cuttack, which had marched for the 
avowed purpofe of invading Bengal. This 
impending ftorm Mr. Haftings averted, by 
the payment of fixteen lacks of rupees, and 
withdrew Moodagee from the confederacy* 
He fecured the unmolefted march of Co- 
lonel Pearce, at the head of ten battalions 
of Sepoys, to join Sir Eyre Coote, before 
the fecond adion with Hyders and he effec- 
tually broke the combination that was 
formed againft the EngHih intereft ia In- 
dia ; a fcrvicc once condemned by a vote of 
the Houfe of Commons, but which is now 
approved and applauded by every enlight- 
ened Qian, who is acquainted with the 
flate of our affairs in the £a(l. All the. 
iponey |hat could be procured upon, bond. 
ygfaiS borrowed, previous to the departure, 
of Mr, H^ftiogp from Calcutta, in July 
1781,, whea, he profeeded t9 Benares* 
The fundjs of the Copoppuy were ex- 
haufted, but the public ncceffities daily en- 
creafed. Even the oppofers of Mr. Haft- 
ings have allowed, that to his fpirited exer- 
tions 
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tions at that time, we are indebted for ih^ 
prefervatioa of the Carnatic. Mr. Dundas 
has formerly declared, "that he could apt 
comprehen^l how Mr. Haftings contrived 
to raife money, but that he had done fo ; 
and that without money our empire ia 
|ndia would have been loft." 

One remarkable circumflance proves the 
diftrefs to which the Englifh Adminiftra- 
tion was then reduced. The army in Ben- 
gal was confiderably in arrears. The in- 
veftment of the Company was fupported by 
loans; and, in November 1781, when it 
was abfolutely neceflary to fend confider- 
able fupplies of money to Sir Eyre Coote, 
the Council at Calcutta could not complete 
the fum from the public treafury^ but ob-- 
tained it on the credit of a principal native 
in Calcutta. The army in Qude, the bri- 
gade at Cawripoce, Colonel Muir's army in 
tjhe country, of the Mahrattas, were in ar- 
rears and mutinous: vaft fums were re* 
quiyed at Madras and Bombay. Mr. Haft- 
ings knew that SufFrein would appear on the 

16 ' Coaft 
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Coaft early in 1782 ; and without the moft 
ftrenuous exertions, India would have been 
loft to this empire. The fifty-five lacks of 
rupees feized from the rebellious Begums, 
warranted by the ftrideft juftice, and fanc- 
tioned by the ftrongeft neceflity, were no 
where elfe to be found : and without fuch 
a feafonable fupply, Mr. JHfaftings might 
now have been in the fituation of thofe 
commanders, who, after having difmem- 
bered the Britilh dominions, fought a re- 
fuge from minifterial impeachment, and 
the vengeance of their country, under the 
all-atoning robe of Patriotifin, and in the 
all-proteding fanduary of Oppofition. To 
underftand our affairs in India, we muft 
feek for a parallel, not in modern, but in 
ancient hiftory, when a conquering army 
was fupplied by the cities and provinces 
through which it marched. In that quar*' 
ter of the globe we cannot borrow millions, 
upon the ftrength of taxes, which throw 
a burden on remoteft pofterijty. Our do- 
minions in India muft be preferved by the 
extended armj danger muft be repelled,' 

and 
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and deftrudion averted, by the exertions of 
the moment ; and he who ftarts at accufa- 
tion, or ftirinks from refponfibility, will 
lofe a diftant province. There are feafons 
in which every eaftern conqueror, like 
Alexander the Great, muft cut the Gordiaa 
knot with the fword ; and when the dura- 
tion of empire depends on the hour, it may 
be lawful, and even meritorious, to invade 
a Zenana or plunder a Mofque *. 

It 



♦ It has been repeatedly faid, that Mr. Haffi^gf 
vindicated his condu£^ on improper grounds, and that 
if he had refted his defence on flace nece/fity, he wodd 
have been fully juftified. The neceffity has been 
proved beyond the poiHbility of contradi£lion. A 
hundred thoufand men, fcattered through every part of 
India, all five months in arrears, depended upon Bengal 
for prefent and future fuppiy. SufFrein and a French 
army were on the point of arriving, ,The Bengal 
treafury was exhaufted, and every mode of raifing mo- 
ney at an end. What revenues were there, but a fine 
to be levied on Cheit Sing for his rebellion, and the 
recovery of the Nabob's debt to the Company ? Mr. 
Haftings failed in the firft $ but between the 20th of 
January, and the lothof September, 1782, one hun* 
dred and twenty- eight lacks .of rupees yirere received 
from the Nabob. This, and the improvement of the 
revenue of Bengal, were the funds which, as Sir 
John Macpherfon truly Itated, carried us through the 
war, and preferved India to Great Britain* J am not 

advancing 
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It is impoflible to difmifs this article 
without remarking the ignorance or dif- 
ingenuity which diftinguiflied both parties 
in the Houfe of Commons in their deli- 
berations on this queftion. The difcord be- 
tween the Nabob of Oude and the Begum, 
Unjuftly afcribed to Mr. Haftings, has been 
reprefented as a peculiar and unparalleled 
enormity ; as if fimilar quarrels from op- 
pofite interefts were not common, and al- 
xnoft univerfal in the Eaft, We find in the 
biftory of the Ottoman empire, the Valid 
Sultanefs, or mother of the Sultan, perpe** 
tually attempting to diredt or to difturb the 
government oiF her fon * ; and thefe do- 
medic difleqfions and intrigues are the prin- 
cipal caufes of the revolutions which take 
place in the feraglio. The annals of In- 
doftan, and particularly of Oude, furnifli 

advancing new aflertions ; at the time when the exift- 
cnce of the neceiSty was difputed in the Houfe of Com- 
mons, their table was covered with documents, con- 
taining much ftronger proofs than I have now col- 
k£ted. 

♦ Mignot*s Hift. Qtiom. Emp. 
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te with the fame oppofitian of ititerefts and 
jealoufy of power* The unbounded am-» 
bition of the Begum is mentioned by the 
ftccufers of Mr. Haftings, and it is very 
i^coj^rly Aated in the article of impeach^ 
ment> " that the Nabob attempted, on 
former occafions, to feize the treafures of 
his mother/' 

The diftreffes of the women in the Khord 
Mahal, and the fufferings of the eunuchs, 
or confidential fervants of the Begum, have 
been magnified beyond meafure, and decked 
in the difmal colours of pathetic eloquencet 
as if the gloomy imagination of a poet waa 
furoifliing a fcene in tragedy. But the 
apartment of the women is concealed from 
European eyes, and its tranfadions un- 
known. The feverities inflided on the 
eunuchs, and the diftrefles of the women, 
fo far frdm originating with Mr. Haftings, 
were never communicated to him till after 
the releafe of the latter and the relief of 
the former* 

E One 
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. One material circumftance, with regard 
to this tranfadion, ought not to be forgot- 
ten. When the Court of Directors fen t 
an order J:o enquire into the gyilt or inno^ 
cence of the Begum during the period of 
Cheit Singes rebellion, the majority of the 
Council was adverfe to the Governor Ge-i 
neral. Mr. Wheler expreffed his coavic-. 
tion, from the evidence of impartial wit*» 
nefles, that the Begums had been con- 
cerned in the rebellion, but propofed that 
an inquiry (hould be made, which was fe- 
conded by Mr. Stables. Mr. Haftings re- 
prefented it as unneceflary, asno complaint 
had ever. been: made by the Begums j but 
added, that if an inquiry was to be made,- 
it fhould be from all perfon^ capable of giv* 
ing information. Mi:. Macpherfon alfb 
oppofed the inquiry, and profefled his be-, 
lief in theTebclUon of the Begums. The^ 
Councilr though united againft Mr. Haft^^^. 
ings, dropped thfe inquiry^ According to 
their conftrii£tion of the . letter from the- 
Court of Diredors, no order was given to 
authorize a legal inquiry into that affair; 

3 and 
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and it 18 plainy tbat their confiruAioQ was 
weilfoundcd, fince neither the Court of 
Dirc^ors, nor the Board of Controul, have 
rcfumed the fubjeft from February 1783, 
to the prefent day. But they have given a 
dccifion of more . importance. They have 
added their solemn sanction to all the 
proceeding! ofMr^Hafiihgsin Oudei and 
have given pofuive orders,, that his ^nal 
arrangement with the Nabob Vizir ihall 
have the force and authority of law* 

w » 

' \ ■ ' ■ ' 

The next article of impeachment, of any 
importance, is contrads and falaries. It 
will not admit of a difpute, that it was the 
duty of the Governor General of Bengal 
to attend flri^ly to the expenditure of the 
public money ;' and, more particularly in a 
time of war and public diftrefs, to be care* 
ful that thofe revenues, upon which the 
welfare and fafety of the empire did necef- 
farily depend, fhould not be dittiiniflied by 
diffipation or prodigality, and iihould not 
be diverted from the public fervicet or 
fquandered for the purpofe of increaling a 

E 2 corrupt 
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corrqpt perfooal influeiwc* or prb^iding 
for yeoai dependants. Nor U it deniedi 
that in the infirudions given by the VfMVt 
of Directors to the Goyernor General and 
Council) I774» it is fpecially direifked, that 
all coi^trads, with theconditioosi (hould be 
publicljr advertifed, and fealed propofads de^ 
livered in for the fame i and that every pro? 
pofal ihould be qpened in Council^ and tb« 
preference given to the loweft» provided 
fufHcient fecurity fhotdd be offered for the 
performance of the fame. All general re- 
gulation9i bdwever» adinit of particular 
exceptions, io which they are *^ more ho^ 
noured in the breach than in the ohfervi^ 
fince;'^ 9nd in which the fptrit of the law 
may be preferved, though its forms are 
neglededt Mr. Hafiio'ga ip his defence 
has fairly and honourably avowed this prin** 
ciple. *^ According to my cbnftruflion of 
the GDmpany's orders, they never were nor 
could be meant, in any inft^nce, to leave 
theii! iadminiflration in India without an 
option ; at fuch a difijinee from the parent 
fts^te, the government on the fpot muft be 

vefted 
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Triled with a dlfioettonarT- pemer." Thii 
payrcr of interpreting general lavs, and 
judging of their particular application. 
muQ: neccflariJy belong to every Governor 
pf diftant provinces* more particularly of 
lodia* .where the fentiracnU and roanoert 
of the inhabitants are fo different itosa. 
pitri, aod. where politics are perpetually 
fiu^uating, and intereftsaootinually chang- 
ing^ A liberal conftru&ion is there to bs 
given to cvders and in(lrUiQ.ioa8. and a 
lautude allowed tothoie who carry them 
tiito. execution, in order to accommodate 
them to -accidental circumftancei, and the 
varying fituations of the moment. Were 
this power not permitted} the mofl perni- 
cious confequences might take place from 
a blind obfervance of pofitive inftru^ions, 
framed by pcrfons ignorant of the real Hate 
c^ the CQuqtry, aod calculated fw occa* 
fious that no longer exilled. 

Let us examine the cootra^s that hav^ 

boen mofi complttoed of. Some of them* 

fuch 
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fuch as the marine cpntnGt^ and that far 
embanking the river of Chittigong, are 
fo trifling and infignificant, as not to in* 
volve the fm^llefl: cenfurey much lefs to 
compofe a ^liarge for an impeachment; 
and they were even rejedled by the party 
who propofed them. Others are in the 
higheil degree honourable to Mr. Hafiings^ 
and throw a luftre on his adminiftration* 
Of this number was the contrad for fup-» 
plying Fort William with the neceflary 
ftores and proviiions in the event of a fiege# 
Fort William was of as much importance ia 
Afia, as Gibraltar in Europe; and the very 
place in Indiat vrhich, from its fituatioa 
and uncommon value> was the mofi liable 
to an attack from an enemy. 

V 

In the fame refpe£):able clafs ia Mr* 
AurioPs contraiS: for fupplying the lettle^ 
ments on the Carxlatic ; and inftead of be-» 
ing an objed of cenfure, much lefs of im« 
peachmenty reflects (ignal honour on the 
wifdom and public fpirit of Mr. Hafiingsi 

Whea 
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When Madras and its dependencies were in 
itnininent danger of being deftroyed by 
famine) the Governor of Bengal^ with a 
{promptitude and an energy which were of 
the moft beneficial confequence to all our 
pofleiSions in India, determined upon their 
immediate rfeltef. - At the moment when 
the very exiftence of the Carnatic was at 
ftake, when the lives of his countrymen, 
and the Britifh dominions in India, de« 
penjded on his fpirit and difpatch, was he 
to follow the frigid line of official condud, 
and delay fending the means of preferva- 
tion, until be ihould difcovei: the cheapefl: 
method by which thofe means were to be 
procured ? Was he to proclaim to the ene- 
mies of Great Britain, that a moft valuable 

4 

part of our territory was likely to be a prey 
to famine, and to point out the method of 
intercepting the means which he was about 
to fend to their relief? No. The nature of 
the cafe impofed on him the neceffity of 
exceeding the orders of the Company, and 
to have hefitated about difobedience, would 
have been highly criminal. Arduous fitua- 

tions 
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tionsof this kind diftinguini the* man (^ 
genius from the mere official charaderip 
and mark the fpiriied patriotj who . eaft 
ferve his country in cafes of danger, frotsk 
the time-ferving politician, vrho entrenches 
himfelf in forms, and fhelters his pufxlla** 
Dimity under the letter of the J^iw *• 

With regard to the opium contrad, no 
alterations had h^^n made by Mr. Hafting$« 

♦ Let me here do juftice to the candour of Mr. Pitt. 
•*-He rpoke of Mr. Haftings's coixJiKSt^ in thus ^re-- 
ferving a nation from faminei with all the enthvfiaiin 
which fuch a conduiSl defcrved. Nor did he* flop here. 
He gave Mr. Aurid the praife which was bis due. 1 he 
obferved, that the fortune earned by fo meritorious a. 
fervice, however large it migfit be, was honourably 
acquired $ and that Mr* Aui^iol had {hewn hianfi^ 
worthy of the confidence which Mr. Haflings had 
placed ill him. Nor was this all : Mr* Pitt, after hav- 
ing proved the importance of the fervice perferdied, 
defended the plan as the moft oeconomical that could, 
have been adopted. But what ^all we fay of the Go- 
vernment of Madras, who could meanly and baiely. 
complain to the Court of Diredors ofthe terms of this 
agency, while they* were almoft hourly wrKing to 
Bengal<-*-^^ Send us rice upon evdry fliip, and at any 
expence, or we perilh. — Thanks for your great and li- 
heral fupplies of money and provifions ; but unlefs both 
are continued to the utmoft poffibler exUnty we are (it>* 
done.'* 

^ Opium 
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Opium was a monopoly in India during ibc 
Mahomedan government, and given to fa^ 
vourbd individuals* Froth the time that 
the Engliih acquired Influence in that comi'^ 
try, it was a monopoly in the.hands of the 
Company at t^atna; openly and avowedly 
taken as a perquiftte of office ;.' perfedly 
known to the Government of Bengal, and 
the Court of Dire^ors in London. Mr* 
Hading^, on his acceilion to the Goverii*- 
ment in 177^, firft made the Company par^ 
takers in this nfonopoly^ and created « ttr 
vcnufe for them; not in eonfequeiiice of 
orders ftota England, but from the m0^ 
tions of a mind that watched for the' in* 
terefts of his condituents. That ^hia cdn> 
trad, like that with regard to elepl^aats 
and bullocks, was beneficial' to individuals; 
neceflarily refults from the eftablifhed max^ 
ihis and eondu6fdf mankind. Ms there any 
perfon ifo ignorant of the principles of J)o-» 
Htioal focicty, or who has cohfidered the 
contrads given in the late German war, or 
in the AmerkaA wir, who can conftrue into 
a crime the condod of the late Governor 

F General 
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General of Bengal, in difpofing of labofi- 
ooa and lucratiYe offices, in fuch a manner 
as' would at once benefit the India Ck>nv- 
pany, atid attach individuals to its fervice? 
'The cotiduS of all adminiftrations, in all 
^^ations and ages of the world» would be a 
Iktire on the fuppofition. But although 
•this article of impeachment had been as in- 
jurious to the charader of Mr. Haftings^ 
M it is etidentiy faTOurable^ it can no 
hnigcr be the fubjed of public deliberation. 
After the contrafts firft attracted the con-- 
lider^ion of the Direftorsi they became 
the objefts of parliamentary inquiry. The 
refuh was favourable to Mr. Haftings ; for, 
fubfequent to that inquiry and inveftiga- 
tion, he was repeatedly appointed by Par- 
liament to hifs high and confidential iitua- 
tion in India. If Parliament, after hav-» 
ing^ examined the grounds of the charge, 
and, in; confequence of that examination, 
had re-appointed Mr. Haftings to his for- 
mer ftatioa ; with what propriety, de- 
cency, or common fenfe, can they, at a 
fiibfcquent pctiod^ without new evidence 

againft 



f 



[ 43 1 

againft him, convert thole charges into ar- 
ticles of impeachment, which formerly 
they had not confidered as a difqualification 
to the renewal of a high and important 
truft ? An abfurdity fo glaring muft ftrike 
every perfon, who is free from prejudice, 
and acquainted with the forms of law. In 
this article, the fevered moral i ft will find 
no ground for a criminal charge, except 
againft the honourable gentlemen who have 
brought it forwards. 

In the war before the laft, this nation 
added feventy millions to her public debt : 
in that war one man acquired by one con- 
tra6: fix hundred thoufand pounds ; and 
Lord Holland and his confidential clerks, ac 
Ifaft one million fterling. In the late war, 
a hundred millions were added to the public 
debt ; and the extravagance of the treafury 
contrads was a theme for almoft the daily 
declamation of Mr. Fox and Mr. Burke. 
After a fevere review of the expenditure 
of public money, during Mr. Haftings* 
admioiftratioQ of thirteen years, four con« 

F 2 trads 
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trafls have been deemed objedlonable, two 
of them the minifler defended as highly 
praife-worthy, the third refulted from a 
produftive revenue, created by Mr. Ha- 
stings himfelf ', the fourth, the bullock 
pontradt, was propofed by the Commander 
in Chief, and was approved by every of- 
^cer in the armyt 

The fixth article of impeachment relates 
to prcfents received by Mr. Haftings, 
Among nations in the infancy of fociety, 
no bufmefs is carried on» and Mo tranfac- 
tion concludecjt without gifts apd prefents, 
This cuftom prevailed univerfally among 
the nations of America when it was firft 
difcoverefi, and is afcribed by Tacitus tq 
the ancient Germans;* '* Muneribus gau^ 
dent, fed n^c data imputant, nee accepti) 
pbligantur." But in a more advanced ilate 
pf fociety among the German tribes, what 
was formerly confidered as the confirma- 
tion of a bargain, pr the feal of a treaty, 
became a matter of obligation. The Sf^ 
}unt9ry dpoatioas from the attendants to 

the 
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the Chief, at firft expreffions of zffeQion^ 
or acknowledgments of gratitude, were 
eftabliihed into permanent ufages ; and 
hence arofe the feudal incidents in the 
middle ages. The Afiatic nations, who 
have preferved fo many of the original 
cuftomjs of mankind, have always retained 
thi«. It forms a ceremonial of intercourfe 
between inferiors and fuperiors; and no 
tranfa&ion is carried on or concluded that 
is not accompanied with a prefent. So 
much does this enter into general pradice 
and common lifei that '* to approach 4 
king or great man with gifts *," forma 4 
part of the infpired code of Oriental mora- 
lity* What in Europe would be confider* 
ed as receiving a bribe, is no more in Indi^ 
tban complying with an eftablifhed cudom, 
and the uniform praSice of the country. 
But as, during Lord Clive's adminiftration; 
this cuftom had been abufed, and the 
princes of India opprefled by the rapacity 
^nd extortions of fome fervants of the 

"^ Solom, Proverbs. 

Company, 
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Company, an A£t of Parliament to regu* 
late the acceptance of prefents was pafled 
in 1773. It was then enaded, ** That no 
Governor General, nor any of the Council, 
ihall dircdly, for his or their ufe, or on 
his or their behalf, accept, receive, or take 
from any perfon or perfons, on any ac- 
count whatfoever, any gift, gratuity, do- 
nation, or reward ; — and it is hereby fur- 
ther enacted, that every fuch prefent, gift, 
gratuity, or reward, accepted, taken, or re- 
ceived, (hall be deemed and conftrued to 
have been received and taken to and for the 
Ible ufe of the faid United Company/* 

The natural and obvious conftru£iion of 
thefe words is, that the Governor General 
and Council were prohibited from accept*- 
ing prefents on their own account, bur 
not on that of the Company. And this 
was the conftrudion which was put upon 
it by Mr. Haftings, by the Court of Di- 
redors, and the Board of ControuU On 
various occafions Mr. Haftings informed 
the Pire^itorsj that he had received prefents 

S for 
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for the benefit of the Company; and rn 
their anfwers no hint is exprefled that the 
a6t was illegal. On one occafion, on the 
receipt of a prefent from the Nabob Vizir 
in September I/81, which was expended 
upon, as received in, the public fervice, 
Mr. Haftings communicated it to the Court 
of Diredors in January 1782, defiring their 
permiflion to appropriate itjto his own ufe. 
The anfwer of the Diredors fully explains 
their fentiments on this fubjed, .It ftates, 
that however favourable their inclinations 
might be to Mr, Haftings,. they could not 
comply with his requeftj as he was pre- 
cluded by law .from accepting prcfents ; 
and they proceed to mention that, by the 
fame law, all prefents received in India 
are deemed to be taken for the fok ufe of 
the Company: this letter had the fandion 
of the Treafury, when Mr. Pitt, the pre- 
fent Minifter, was Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer. If there be any meaning in lan- 
guage, if words can convey ideas, thq 
obvious interpretation of thefe letters is, that 
though the Governor General could not 
accept of prefcms on his oi^n account^ he 

might 
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inigtt receive them for the benefit of Mj 
'4:MjHtuents. 

. r • 

. But cbedroAgcft confirmation that this 
:Tvas the genuine fenfc of the regulating 
ASl 1773, is Mf. Pitt's Bill 1784 ^ \h 
which there is a particular claufe prohi- 
biting the acceptance of prefents, ♦^ for 
the ufe of the party receiving the fame, or 
f<M-, or pretended to be for, the ufe of the 
faid Company,*' This proves, beyond the 
poflibility of a doubt, that the old lavlr 
juvas incomplete, and hence the new clatife 
tft the Bill 1784 extending the regulation 
to the Company as well as its fervanta. 
fiy the forty^-feventh claufe of the fame 
bill it is ordained, ^^ that fo much of the 
A6t I773> ^^ fubje^is any perfon receiving 
gifts or prefents, to any penalty or for- 
feiture for fo doing, or as direBs thatfucb 
gifts and prefents /hali belong to tht /aid 
Company^ Jhall be repealed^ from and after 
the firft of January 1785; provided that 
no profecntions or other fuits, already com-* 

; ; ♦ Printed for Stockdale J with Obfervstions. 

menced 
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meaced or to ht comsaencedt 6efori ihe 
Jrjf xf January 1785^ upQn the Jaid A^^ 
flku be affeOicd by the repeal/' U botk 
Houfqp of Parliament had deliberated for 
agcs> ithey could 0ot have exprefled. more 
firongly their afient to the confirudion .put 
on .the A& 177 3 c by Mn Haftingsv.tbe 
Court of ^DxrfiS:<«:8| laA the Board of i€oa-» 
rrouL ' ' 

* ^ • 

Suc|i beitig the interpretation of tl^.r&t 
gi:daiimg hO^ ^773^ n^ criminal idxarge can 
he brought againft Mr. Haflings.wilh re* 
gard &6 .this article, as ;he made .no in* 
fcingemeut on the law. He acqspted the 
prefent^ offered to him from no merbenary 
or jCQcrupt motive ; he reaped no emohi-* 
ment from the money which was prefehted; 
every rupee he received was paid into the 
treafury of tlje Indi* Com|)>ny,iii»d applied 
lathe puWic fervicet Ipd^e^, a[V|ir.kse:and 
pf iyaie rspacity have never been iinp»t<Kj 
t9 him by hi^ peirrpaal enei&i^. 



"»»./ 
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\ Mr. Haftings is open, and jnftly &, to 
ihe ilri<3reft inveftigation of his.condvft 
with refped to the men from whom he 
received prefents. - -If it. can be proved 
that he favoured -any one of them -at the 
public expence ; that her gratified th?m' by 
lucrative appointments, pr ^ entered '.-into 
corrupt Jobs with th«n > then - his" pita > of 
accepting the money for the Compiny^s 
ufe cannot avail him: but no man has 
fOtempted to prove, that Mr. Haftings was 
not aiixiaus to raife the greateft poffible re- 
^wenue from* Burdwan, Nuddea, Diiige- 
pOQrev'iand Bahar ; and he is impeached for 
fxrocfariqg: the payment of the Nabob Vi-^ 
zir • s jdttbt : to the Company, by encoarar- 

gidg'him to perform an ad of rigour ^nd 
feverity.v 

\ . • 

' The he«t article (Reveflues) w^ rejeded 
by Mr* Pitt, but carried in a Committer 
by a majority of fiftefen* The Houfe has 
fince rejected Mr. Francis who brought it 
forward: it proceeds upon a quefiion as 
• - i8 '* to 
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to t;be Hghtff of.ZjBmindarat upon ivhich 
na man in England can be competent to 
decide, • Mr, Haftings had the Company's 
orders to let the landa of Bengal to farm : 
he did fo ; the Dired^ers approved it ; and 
the fymc mode is purfued^ with few except- 
tfonsj: to the prefent hour. 



« > 



^ Thefe are th^ principal charges againfl: 
Mr. Haftings; and on thefe his accufers 
rc^ft the fuccefs of the impeachment* In- 
genious fophiftry may pervert the plainefl: 
/a^s J eloquence can tin&ure innocence 
.with -the colours of guilt : but the intelli* 
gent and informed reader, who can difco- 
ver in thefe charges^ when fcrutinized, 
.iKe* traces of criminality that have been 
afcribed to them, muft poflTefs a mind more 
difpofed to crimination than to candour, 
more iofluenced b^ prejudice tHivn acceffible 
to reafooi. 









'TheUJthe^.cWgesare fo infigniffcant in 
tliWifelves,/Q6,;&^Q4*S'J ou fuch grofs mif- 
reprcientationsV 'Vhaf th^y would not afFe£t 

G z an 
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An obfcure Indhridual, tmiefi left af pVkhlii 
tharader. They are merely added tt> fWiftll 
the catalogue of acxufatrons, a^ if the hdtd^ 
ids of calumny could cnfurt ha fuficeft, afwd 
a inultrplicrt]^ of charges were an accumu* 
lation of crimes*. Thirteen of thetA 
pafTed in the HooTeof Commons nbt tm\f 
without iaveiligation> but without being 
read; and the votes were given without 
enquiry, argument^ or convidlion.^ A 
majority had determined to impeach ; op- 
pofite parties met each other, and ^ juftfed 
in the dark/' to pirplex the pfcH^ical 
drama, and bring the hero to a tragic ta- 
taflrophe. 

The authentic (latement <>{ fads which 
has been giveb, aod the arguments whidi 

♦ Human nature, at lead in ka dark fides, is always 
the fame. In the laft cent«iry, when Epifcopacy wis 
abolilhed in Scotland, a paper was rea^l.ih all li^ 
churches of the kingdom, containing an accufatton 
againft the BUbops, ^' as guilty, all of them, of he- 
• riefy, Rmtaiy, briber j^— |^jur]|f^;'C^atiQg^ iflccft, 
adultery, fornication, commorifwearing, drunkennefs, 
gaming, bxeabhof the'SiiSbatH^-^d^very other d-liile 
. thai had ocptrud to th^ accofera.'' Hume's Bi&. 
vol. VJ. p. 334. 

have 
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to TinAcdte' the charaSdr. tod c(hiduA «f 
Mr« Hidiing8>: arte 6n xhJt maxima bf Suh 
ropean policy. When be .^zi appoihte^ 
Governor General of Bengal, he was in- 
♦^ftcd With a difcretionary power to fro- 
2flote tl^ intdrefts of the India Compan^yf 
and of the Britifii empire in that ^natter of 
theglobe^ The general ifeftftjaign* feftt 
to him from his conftitufents were^ ^^ That 
in all your detiberationa a:nd refolcitioQSt 
yoa malke the fafety and jfriifperity of Bca- 
gd your principal objedv ahd fix your alh 
tentiofi on the ftcurity xsi the pofleffiotis 
and revenues of the Companyi'- Hii Su- 
perior genius fometimes axfled iii die ffiiHtY 
tather than complied with tt^ letter^of th^ 
law ; but he difcharged the triift^ and pre« 
ferved the empire comtaitted to hiA Gdte» in 
the lame way, and, with greater fpltodor 
and fuocefa dun any of his predecefibrs in 
office: his departure from India was 
marked with the lamentatioos of thenar- 
dves and the' gratitude of hts country lAeist; 
aadcDQ liis vemm oo £nglandi he reteivbd 

the 
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^ cordial congratulations of tiiat fiume« 
rous and refpeftabte fociety, whoieintereftf 
hs had promoted^ and whofe dpmimons : ht 
hjld prote£k;ed and extended. i " 

But in order to cffimatc : aright the 

merits or defe£i:s of any admihiftrajtioiii 

we ought to confider the fcene af'its^<^r 

rations^ and the character of the people 

who are governed. The diverfities of hur 

man nature, the varieties among niankind> 

are as remarkable and ftrikingi ,as thofe of 

the globe which they inhabit. . The climate 

of Indoflan is not more different from that 

of England, than the maxims of policy 

'Cftabliihed in Afia are from thofe which 

have prevailed in Europe. The afl:ual ia- 

^Aitutions which prevailed at; Athens, Sparta^ 

and Rome> on the fuppoiition of their re- 

^vival in modern times, would be confidered 

as Platonic vifions or Utopian : projeiSka* 

^Although the eflence of public and private 

• virtue be ewry where the fame, the forms 

;and expreflions are every where idifferene: 

^the Lacedemonian governouent^ ; foiniUK^ 

cele- 
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celebrated m antiquity, would be conCidered 
at.prefent as a' paradox in politics; aod the 
perfe^ cfaara^r of the Greeks, as has bees 
fliewn by an ingenious philofopher*, would 

be execrated: in France o{ England* 

• ' ■ . ,' • 

From the eirlieflr records of time, the 
polkieal code of Afia hatb always di£Fered 
effentially from the political cckle of Europe. 
The kingdoms of the Eaft, though feudal 
ia their form, haye been always defpotlc in 
their natuiCv Examine the volumes of 
hiftory J fiiryey. the annals of Afia -for. three 
thoufand ye»r6 paft-; you find one form <x£ 
goyernmeat invariably to prevail'; abfolute 
authority udverfally eftaWilhed. «* The 
power of the , King is every thing, the 
righto of the people nothing;" is the de- 
fcription which Montefquieu gives of the 
Oriental empires; is the maxim which 
Taracrlape lays down in his laws; and 
which, antecedent to both, Nature haft 
eftablilhcd in that divifion of the world. 

? Hume's Treatife en Morab, 

fFAa 
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goQst Moaftrdiiof F^i^ft) to tbofe of the petty 
Hfigah of Jerufaleini ^xA fippm the. ktieient 
a^ra of Ninus> to the recent reiga of Hydeif 
Ally. At thirteen diflferent periods hath 
AiKa htittk over-^Tun ai^d ftibdtied by the &a- 
fioAs of the Weftf oi" of ^ North ; ^iH; 
bo{i9everr ^Midflt all its ^han^get, . the p]:«-^ 
domitiaot filatures have been* the fame. 
The^topqu^X^a aflomed at onOi^ the- maii^ 
n^ra^ the conquered people;'^ re^^ltitioa 
gffed^d only- ^ alterafion : of a name in 
tile KlgAHig yfamUyi vtbe.So>vef«ga iraft 
dialled, ibiil! ^he D6^ ' tithained. Tfus 
^tide Scytltrah, ttflto had no &&|)ti!e )>ut liiri 
fword» and ho pilate but "his tent/ erefied 

the throne o^^efpotifisi; and ^anderiDg 

, • • • • • 

hordS) aecufiomed to the wild freedom of 
AiaCfrre, fubmitted to the^oke.of fervitude. 
t%(€ Grecian pattiotifm gaite way to the 
^edominating 'fpirit <)f the Eaft; acid the 
Hero of Maoedoa> w4io had fooght and 
conquered among his equals, became a 
tyraPt over flaves. The Hebrew tribes^ 
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after their long wanderings in the defertd 
of Arabia, when they fettled in Paleftinei 
rejcded the authority of God hinafelf, and 
required to be governed by a Defpot, likd 
the nations around them*. Among the 
people of the Eaft^ thefe political propen- 
fities have become blended with human 
nature ; and they cannot fo much as con-- 
ceive the idea of another form of governs 
aaent f. 

We have now the experience of ages to 
demonftrate, that any attempts to intro- 
duce European maxinis and nianners among 
the Afiatic nations, muft be for ever ia 
vain. Nature, and long-eftabliflied habita 
ftrbnger than nature, fix unfurmountable 

* I Sam. iii. 19, 20. 

f Mr, Gibbon, in the firft volume of his Hiftory of 
the Decline and Fall of the Ronvan Empire, after 
mentioning the prevalence of defpotifm in the Eafl; in 
all ages, adds, ** The Englifh of late have endea- 
voured to qommuqkate to tbe inhabitants of Indi^ 
ideas of a more liberal form of government; they 
could not have done them sL more eflentlal injury/' 
The calm voice of ph.ilofophy in the clofet certainly 
merits attention, 

H obftacles 
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ol)ftacles in the way. Immutability ap- 
pears to be the chara£teriftic of Afiai and 
its forms, like the laws of the Medes and 
Pcrfians, are incapable of change. The 
manners of the Perfians and Indians of this 
day originate from the fame fpirit, and 
exhibit the fame appearance, that prevailed 
among their anceftors at a period too re- 
mote for hiilorical refearch. With an afto- 
nifhing attachment to their. own ufages and 
cuftoms, they have an inveterate and in- 
vincible averfioh to thofe of the Europeans. 
Afia and Europe have been in contaA for 
three thoufand years; and although many 
innovations and improvements have pafled 
from the former to the latter, not a fingle 
trace can be found of one cuftom, originally 
European, having been adopted by the na- 
tions of Afia. Even the Turks, notwith- 
(landing their vicinity to Europe, and their 
intercourfe with the moft enlightened and 
refined nations of our Continent, preferve 
the Oriental charader pure and unchanged, 
as if they had been feparated from us by 

7 the 
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the mountains of Thibet, or the rivers 
Ganges and Burrampooter *. 

When the Britifli power was eftabliflied 
in Indoftan, it fucceeded to all the rights 
and privileges of the Mogul empire, on 
the ruins of which it arofe. The Englifli, 
at their firft fettlement in India, were 
merely mercantile adventurers, and carried 
on a trade with the natives in the fame 
manner as they do with the Chinefe. Our 
dominions there, like the progrefs of em- 
pire in mod parts of the world, arofe not 
from a preconceived plan of ambition, but 
from an accidental combination of circum- 
ilances, which neceiTity, and that natural 
providence which belongs lo focieiies as 
well as individuals, dire<fied and improved 
fo as to blend territorial dominion with 
commercial advantages. The invafion of 

* The origin of defpotifm in Ada, and the caufes 
of its uniform appearance and permanent exiftence in 
that part of the world, the reader may find illuftrated 
with much ingenuity and eloquence, in a Dijftrtation 
9n the Govirnmentj Manners^ and Spirit of Ajia^ lately 
pablilbed by Mr. Logan. 
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Nadir Shah nearly accompliflied the d^- 
ftrudion of the Mogul empire, which had 
been gradually declining lince the death of 
Aurengzebe. The forms of goverament 
were prcferved, but the fpring of anlha-^' 
rity was loft.^ Ally Verdy Cawn, Nabob 
of Bengal in 1740, ufurped the fovereigri 
power after be had murdered his prede- 
ceffor, and tranfmitted the governmentj 
though in oppofitio^ to the laws of the 
empire, to his griandfon Surajah Dowlah* 
In 1756, that inhuman tyrant wantonly 
attacked »the Englifti, who, from their firft 
fettlement in Bengal, had carried on their 
commercial purfuits in tranquillity, with- 
out forrhing any plans of ambition or 
policy to difturb the eftabliftied govern^p- 
ment. In confequence of this attack the 
Englifti were driven from their forts and 
fettlements, and many of them were put to 
the fword. After various adventures, by 
their fingular and vigorous exertions, they 
not only recovered their former footing in 
Bengal, but cScQcd a revolution in the 

country^ 



[ ^1 1 

country, and laid the foundatida of .the 
Britifh empire in Indofian. 



* » ' 



In the firft effufions of youthful patriot- 
ifm, it is natural to wifli, that whereve* 
the Britifli ftandard is planted^ it flioukl 
Gonfecrate the foil to Liberty ^ a fed to what^ 
for a century paft, we haTe-deerted -the 
rights of mankind. But a* large and liberal 
acquaintance with the hiftory of our ^pe-^ 
cies, will teach us, that freedom is a boon 
which cannot be conferred, and that it 
muft fpring from the-patriotic feelings and 
active exertions of the people. To govern 
conquered provinces according to thei-r 
ancient laws and eftablifhed cuftoms, has 
been the wife and beneficent policy of all 
civilized nations. No puniftiment could 
be (o fevere to the natives of India as to 
fubmit to the laws of England. The ge- 
nius of Britifli freedom would to thetn bd 
a demon of terror. Political prejudices, deri* 
vcd from an unknown antiquity, ftrength- 
cned in the courfe of thoufands of years, 
and confirmed by the folemn '*fandion8 of 

religion, 
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religion, would make them revolt at the 
idea ; and they would confider it as im-r 
piety, as well as rebellion, to renounce the 
habits of immemorial time, and the cuf- 
toms of their fathers. The confinement 
jind flavery of the women, refuking from 
the inexorable law of neceflity, in a torrid 
clifnei might furniih an ample fubje(3: for 
declamation in the Houfe of Commons, 
and fuperadd many an elegant and pathe- 
tic period to the orations of a Burke and 
a Sheridan. The fairejl part of the fair 
creation^ fecluded from fociety, guarded by 
eunuchs, and trembling at the nod of a 
mafter, till the concealment of their for- 
rows and their wiflies, *' like a worm in the 
bud, preys on their damaik cheeks,'* would 
furely intereft the feelings of every BritiQi 
bofom. The fighs of negleded beauty, 
the pangs of defpifed love, tears of ten- 
dernefs ihcd in the folitude of the Haram, 
or the Khord Mahal, cpuld not fail to 
awake fympathetic emotions in St. Stephen's 
Chapel; till the MembersyZj'M;, ov thought they 
faw^ the formerly invifible millions of dijirejed 

ddnfeh 
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damfeh ftretching out their hands, and im- 
ploring relief ; and heard^ or thought they 
heard^ the congratulations of their grati- 
tude re-echoed from the blue vault of hea- 
ven, and wdiiitdL on \ht downy pinions of the 
zephyr y to the tender texture of xhtivjenti^ 
mental bqfoms! 

If, in alluding to a fpeech which inter- 
mixed tragedy with farce, I have in fome 
meafure caught the contagion, I hope I 
fliall be forgiven. The mind, when raifed 
to a high tone, may be allowed occadon- 
ally to relax ; nor is it forbidden by the 
wifeft of men, to anfwer a certain defcrip- 
tion of orators according to their own ar- 
guments. 

An innovation in this grand arrange- 
ment of domeftic life, however conform- 
able to European manners, would un- 
hinge the government, ftrangle the happi- 
nefs, and fend a poignard to the heart of 
India. 

This 
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. This IS only^ one . trait of * the pidure ; 
all the other features correfpond. The in** 
trodudioa of ElnglKk maxims, manners, 
and laiTTS into India^ would be the fevereft 
calamUy which the natives have ever ex^ 
perienced from- the Government of Britain. 
If we aflume a dominion over a people 
whofe modes of thinking, and habits of 
a(5ling, arefo different from our own, that 
dominion is to be maintained by adapting 
our adminiftration to their apprehenfions 
and feelings, and not vainly attempting to 
fubjugate their minds to the novelty of our 
ideas. The eftimate of the merits or de- 
merits of any adminiftration muftbeform-. 
ed on the fcene of its influence and opera- 
tions. Merit of every kind muft be tried 
by a contiguous and cotemporary flandard, 
Tranfadions at Fyzabad or. Furruckabad, 
Oude, or Benares, are reviewed by ignorance 
and apathy on the banks of the Thames. 
The maxims of one country apply not to 
another. Shakefpeare is not to be judged by 
Ariftotle's rules ; nor Ariftotle's philofophy 
by the Novum Organum of Lord Bacon ; 

nor 



hoT the yiaorious diTciple of Ariftotle by 
the common law of England. Ah Afiatic 
empire would foon moulder a>Yay» unlefs k 
were prefer ved by the extended arm. An 
Indian fceptre would become a bauble un- 
left it were fupported by the fword. So 
fenfible at laft have the Englifh adminl- 
ilration become of this important truths 
that,- though they have ccnfurcd Mr. Ha- 
yings for ftepping beyond the line of offi- 
cial ' orders, when prompted by neceffity 
and: duty, they have in veiled the prefent 
Governor of Bengal with greater powers^ 
pnd, by uniting the ofRces of , Governor 
General and Commander in Chief, have 
appointed him in fbme meafure Dictator 
of India* 



*, 



*' '*^ In reviewing the adminiftration of a 
G&Vei'nor Gen«al of Bengal, w* ought 
not only to confider the original and eter* 
nal fbrffls of government eftabUlhed by 
nature in die regions of Afia, but to ex- 
amicve the particular map of India^ and 
contemplate the chsurader of th^ native 
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Princes^ Nabobs, Soubahs, and Rajahs, with 
whom he had to aft. A fr^e and r^ular 
government, founded on principles of 
equity, and afcertained by laws, is the 
-greateft improvement which the human 
genius, aided by the experience of .agesy 
has introduced into Tome favoured corners 
of the world. The natural and neceflary 
confequences refulting from defpotifm, ex- 
plain the progrefs, though they do not 
vindicate the charader, of that defedive 
and corrupted policy which has ever pre^ 
vailed in the Eaft, When authority isnoi 
founded on law, but on fuperior fQrce, 
there will be cruelty and oppreffioh on the 
part of the governors, diifimulation and 
flratagem on the part of the governed. Hende 
the ancient as well as modern hiflory of the 
Eaft, is almoft a continued fcene of ^rii^es 
and calamities, of bloodfhed and horrpr* 

V 

The records of the kingdoms of Judak 
and Ifrael, a portion of Afiatic hiftory 
known to every reader, iUuftrate the Jpirit 
and maxlffls of Oriental rule. A defpotic 
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throne, founded on the fears of the fub- 
jedls, but liable to be Ihaken by confpiracy ; 
rapid revolutions, effe<3:ed by the fword; 
intrigues and plots among the defcendants 
of the royal family for the fucceffion to the 
crown ; the revolt of a favourite or a ge- 
neral to fupplant his mafter, and wreft the 
fceptre from his hand; infecurity to the 
lives and property of the fubjefts, who 
pafs with facility and tamenefs, from the 
yoke of one tyrant to that of another ; 
cotiftitute the uniform and calamitous hif<- 
tory of thefe petty kingdoms. Although 
the arts of luxury and refinement have 
been known in the Eaft from the earlieft 
times, their maxims of war and policy are 
fcarcely fuperior to thofe of the barbarous 
and vagabond tribes of Scythia, by whom 
they have been fo often fubdued. They 
acknowledge no rights but thofe of the 
fword, and have not conceived the idea of 
a law of nations. They break leagues, and 
violate engagements, when it is no longer 
convenient to keep them : and engage in 
wars, whenever they are fufficiently power- 
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ful to take the field. Hence their political 
maxims are fo difFerent from ours. Power 
juftifies oppreffion; humanity is deemed 
weaknefs; fraud, cunning, arid treacheryi 
become the legitimate weapons of the 
feeble againft the violence of the flrong* 
In the Jewifli records, we find one king * 
dethroned^ and another f doomed to de- 
firu£tion, for what, according to our ideas» 
were ads of compaflion and clemency ; but 
that generofity which, among a people 
truly refined, converts an enemy into a 
friend, among nations whofe manners are 
barbarous, is warming a frozen fnake to 
fting the bofom by which it is cherifhed« 
£radut Khan, in his Memoirs, relating 
that Jehaun Shaw had fpared the life of an 
enemy, makes the following refledion : 
*' Though Jehaun Shaw was generdus in 
this adion, yet the policy of Government 
will not admit of fuch condud being copied 
as an example of propriety. The world is 
deceitful^ and cannot be commanded but by 

* Saul, for fparing the life of Agag. 
t Abab, for fparing the king of Samaria. 

deceit. 
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deceit. The thief who fhoulcl wake his 
fleeping prey, would only bring ruin on 
his own head*.** Thefe fads exhibit a 
fyftem of maoneri^ very difEefent from our&, 
and Ihew, that in Afia the theory of morals 
agrees ^ith th6 pratlice. 

Independent of the gehcral character of 

Oriental government, the courfc of hiftory 

for half a century paft> has prefented the 

political map of India in its darkell lines 

and mod odious colours. The moil fa.* 

vourable afped of the eaftern monarchies^ 

IS that of a great empire, extending its au« 

thority over many dependent provinces. 

Such was the empire of Cyrus, the moft 

cxtenfive and renowned of antiquity ; fuch 

would have been the empire of Alexanderi 

who had talents to govern, as well as to 

fubdue the world, had fate permitted him 

to enjoy a longer life. Abfolute power^ 

when fpread over a wide circumference, is 

more falutary to the fubjeds, than when 

fplit into feparate fedions : the authority of 

* Mem. Erad. Khan, p. 74. Printed for Stockdale. 



one 



[ 70 ] 

one defpot is milder and more beneficent 
than the tyranny of twenty. Hiftory re- 
marks the difference between the empire of 
Alexander and that of his fucceflfora. 

Upon the invafion of Indoftan by Shaw 
Nadir, the Mogul Empire was difmem- 
bered, and divided into fragments. The 
tributary princes not only deferted the Im- 
perial ftandard on that critical occafion, but 
fuperadded the crimes of revolt and ufurpa- 
tion. They eftablifhed petty principali- 
ties ; and, like the Captains of Alexander, 
governed by cruelty the dominions which 
they had acquired by treafon. Such was 
the origin of thofc traitors, who are at pre- 
fent dignified by the appellation of Princes 
of India. 

The charafter of Nizam-ul-muluc, 
who betrayed his matter, has been the 
theme of univerfal execration ; and the 
remnant of perfidious Nabobs, many of 
whom fuffered from the chaos of deftruc- 
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tlon which their treafons brought on the 
Empire^ merit no better reputation. 

When we hear or read poetical orations 
on the delinquencies of India, we ought 
never to forget, that the greateft delin- 
quents are the native princes. The fim- 
plicity and innocence of the inhabitants of 
Indoftan have been a frequent theme of 
declamation, but, like other topics of a fimi- 
lar nature, have no foundation in truth. 
** In cunning, treachery, and perfidy," 
faid Mr. Dundas, after his enquiries into 
the affairs of the Eaft, " no European is 
a match for an Indian." In oppreflion and 
cruelty the fame charader is predominant.- 
The feelings of Britain have not yet for*- 
got the (hocking cruelties pradifed in the 
black hole at Calcutta, when 'hundreds of 
our countrymen perilhed in the moft excru-* 
ciating agonies,' by hunger, thirft, and 
fufFocation—becaufe the flumbers of the 
Nabob were not to be difturbed ! The 
fate of General Matthews, and his officers; 
at Syringpatnaiii, is frelh in the memory 

- of 
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of England. The inbufn»n tortures which 
they fuffered in prifon ; the horrid deaths 
to which they were condemned j and the 
atrocious cruelties committed oo their dead 
bodies* are ibenes that would make an Inr 
quid tor tremble; and oyer themi I fliaU 
draw a veil, for the fake of human pature; 
When ading againft perfons of thia cha- 
rader and defcriptiop, wifdom as well as 
virtue will di<Siate the prevention of evil, 
rather than its remedy; ajnd a temporary 
feveriiy may be thiJ mofl; enlarged and libe** 
ral humanity-^ , 

3. In eftimating the charader, and pro* 
Qouncing concerning the canduA of 4 
Governor of Jndoftan, we are to cpnfider 
the fovqreign power, whofe minifter he is^ 
smd whofe p?rfon he reprefents. A ooni-» 
pany of merchants, ppffeffing extenfive do-? 
ipijnionsi 4nd at the head of a great enii 
pire on the oppofite extremity of t;he globci 
9pens ^. new fcene in human affairs. No 
laws nor precedents apply to a fitualiprt 
which is without a pars^Iel in the hiftory of 

paft 
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psft ages* Wt <af e not to expe^^ ^liAt the 
maxioiB of commercial policy^ will be the 
moft liberal and enlarged; not that thd 
fpirit of mercantile fovereignty will be the 
moft heroic and generous. The govern-*' 
ment of provinces, fituated at fuch an im- 
menfe diftance, mud always be unfavour- 
able to the fubjed, as the objed of the 
legiflators muft neceflarily be to monopo-^ 
lize the produce of the country, and con- 
Vert the labours of the people to their own 
emolucnent and advantage. Such it would 
be in a iingle monarch or an ariftrocracy^ 
much more in a mercantile republic. AOt-^ 
i^g in the dout^le capacity of fovereigns 
and m^rchants^ the character of the latter 
will ever predominate over that of the 
former* Mercantile habits and aflbciationa 
draw them^ id a natural and infenfible 
xA^nner, to grafp the prefent at the ex* 
pence of the future, and to prefer the tran- 
fient profits of the i6onopolift, to the per- 
manent revenue of the prince. Cotifidered 
as fovereigns, the intereft of the India 
Company coincides with that of the pro- 
* . . K vinces 
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Yinces which they govern ; confidered a9 
merch&ntSi it is frequently oppofite> as pre*-' 
fent gain is preferred to future advantage. 

Treating on thefe fubjeds, the moft in* 
genious and profound phllofopher of the 
prefent age, whofe luminous intelle£t is 
only excelled by the perfed probity of his 
hearty thus exprefles his fentiments*^ 

** I mean not, by what I have faid, ta 
throw any odious imputation upon the 
general charader of the fervants of the 
Eaft India Company, and much lefs upon 
that of any particular perfons. It is the 
fyftem of government, the fituation in 
which they are placed, that I mean to cen« 
fure J not the charader of thofe who have 
aOied in it: they afted as their fituation 
naturally direded; and they 'who Jbave 
clamoured the loudeji againft them^ would, 
probably, not have a&ed better tbemfehes.. 
In war and negpciation, the councils of 
Bengal, Madras, and Calcutta, have, upon 

» Dr. Smith's Treatifeoa the Wi^iltb of Natioi)s» 
vol* lu p. 484. 
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leveral occafionsj conduced thcmfelves with 
a refolation and decifive mind, which would 
Jiavc done honour to the Senate of Rome 
id the beft days of that Republic. The 
members of thofe councils, however, had 
been bred to profeffions very different from 
wzx ^nd j)olitics ; but their fituation alone, 
aKtitbdut eduqatibn, experience, or even 
example, feems to have formed in them all 
at once the great qualities which it re- 
quired, and to have infpired them both 
«rith abilities atid virtues, which they them-* 
felves could hot well know they poffefled; 
If, upon fomc occafioqs, it has animated 
t^ieni to actions of magnanimity whieh 
could not have been well expe£ted from 
them, we fhould not wonder that upoi) 
others it has prompted them to exploits of 
fomewhat a different pature/' 

Mr, Burke, in his fpeech on Mr. Fox's 
India bill, expreffes his fentiments ftill more 
ftrongly : '^ All the mi/chiefs in the Eajl^^ 
fays he, ** originated with the Compaty^ 
which is fo conilituted as not to admit the 
Governor General to be an upright man. 
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There is nothing worfe in the boys ^^t kod 
to India, than in the boys whom we are 
whipping at fchool, or that we fee trailing 
Z pike» or bending over a dcik at home.'* 
Although this fentiment is ekpreffed with 
that rhetorical exaggeration which diAia* 
guilhea Mr. Burke» ev^n among modern 
oratprs.; it conveys .th^s important "ttuthfc 
that eQen^ial defeds are: conaeded W)di the 
paturp of our IndUn goyemipentt axxl thuit 
if any inal-admipiftratiod tdke^ pUGe,.\it 
is to be charged to t>9,.Qdippany 9t hcKQiet 
not to their I^epxefentsitiv^ abrold. > 



• <^ r r 



If the fltuation of a reprefentative 6f th? 
India Company^, in their foreign 499?.^:; 
nions, be at ^U times attended with dif- 
ficulties almoft infurmoun table, thefe verged 
on impoffibihty during the adminiftratioa 
of Mr. Haftings. When the royal re- 
venues of Bengal came into the pofTeffion 
of the Company, a romantic expedation 
arofe of inexhauftible treafure frpm thefe 
new-acquired fources of wealth. Intpxi-» 
<:ated with fuch golden dreams, the mi^ 
l^ifters ^nd the Company were ^like foli^ 

citous 
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eittws to obtain large annual remittancea 
from thefc new-opened veins of opulence 
in India. In the fecond year after the ac- 
quifition of the Duanee, the Englifh go« 
vernment induced the Company to engage 
few: the annual payment of 400,0001. as i 
divifion to the public of the fuperfluous 
opulence of BengaU This inconfiderate 
and inordinate avarice of the public, was 
Ac origin of all the evils Ivbich followed • 

It is not, however, now a matter of aftb-* 
niihmcnt to any refleding . mind, that the 
Court of Dire£tors fhould have been fb de^ 
ceived. Lord Chve, in the year 1765, 
flated the importance of his new acqoili- 
tibhs infinitely tcio high. An empire Was 
at his command. The unfortunate Siiaw 
Allum, the dcfcendant of Tamerlane, de* 
pdnded upon the reprefentative of a Com- 
paay of Britifh Merchants for his daily 
bread. ; Sujah Dowlah» Nabob of Oude, 
and Vizier of the empire of Indoftan, was 
compelled t6 throxi^ himfelf upon the 
mercy of thofe whom he could no longer 
pppofe ill the field; His Lordfhip diOated 

the 
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the terms of peace to both, and they were 
eagerly and gratefully accepted. To the 
Mogul h^ gave the provinces of Corah, 
Currah) and Allahabad, as a royal demefne 
for the fupport of his dignity; to which 
lie added twenty-fix lacks of rupees from 
the revenues, of Bengal, In return thd 
Mogul gave to the Company, what the 
Company was then in pofieflion of; a 
kingdom they had conquered. ToSujah 
Dowlah Lord Clive reftored all his domi- 
nions, of which Benares was a part. To 
the Nabob of Bengal he gave an annual 
penfion of five hundred and fifty thoufand 
pounds; and after thefe dedud3:ions> the 
Company poflefTed the revenues and the 
adminiftration of Bengal. His Lordfhip 
took no merit for thefe acquifitions -, but 
he reprefented their importance to the 
Company in terms too flattering. The 
amount of the revenues of Bengal, Bahar, 
and Orifla, was magnified much beyond 
their adual produce; the expenditure was 
as much below the ftandard at which it 
ought to have been ftated. " I fliall," fays 
bis Lordfhip, ^* after paying the flipencl to 

I the 
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tbe Mogul and the Nabobs have fuflScient 
to anfwer all your expences in Bengal* civil 
and military, to furnifh Madras, Bombay^ 
and China, ^ith fupplies of fpecie; to 
pemit home large annual inveftments ; nor 
Villi I draw upon your treafury in England 
for a fliilling.*' With fuch a reprefentation 
before them, was it extraordinary that 
Minifters, Proprietors, and Direftors grew 
mad ? Flattering as this pidure was, fome 
men in England became flill more fan-- 
guine than Lord Clive. Mr. Holwell, I 
believe, dated the revenues of Bengal at 
nearly 10,000,000 1. fterling. 

ft 

In a few years the bubble burft; and 
when Mr. Haftings was appointed Cover* 
nor of Bengal, in April 1772, he found, 
that the inveftments of the two preceding 
years had been provided by drawing bills 
upon the Court of Directors for 1,800,000 1. 
and by contrading a bonded debt to a 
greater amount in Bengal : and now a 
new delufion prevailed ; it was confidently 
iaid, that the Company were defrauded of 
their revenues by the intrigues of Ma* 

homed 
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homed Reza Cawn, and the Zemindaffi xtf 
Bengal. Mr. Haftings' firft inftrudions^ 
were, to deprive the former of all truft, to 
feize his perfon, and to let the lands m 
farm. The refult of an accurate and im^ 
partial examination into the conduct of 
Mahomed Riza Cawn, was his full and 
honourable acquittal ; and as to the reye- 
nues, it was found that, after abolifliing 
fome very odious and oppreifive taxes, no 
increafe of revenue could be procured 
from Bengal. From what fources then: 
was relief to come i From none but thofe 
which Mr. Haftings created. He broke no 
treaty; he waged no wanton wars. After 
regulating the Government of Bengal with 
tjie ftrideft ceconomy, he determiqed to 
improve our alliance with Sujah Dowlah 5 
he witheld the annual ftipend from the 
Mogul, becaufe that unhappy prince had 
deferted our interefts, and relinquifhed our 
protedtion ; he refumed the government 
of thofe provinces which the Mogul, on 
deferting, had ceded to the Marhattas ; he* 
affilled Sujah Dowlah in a war bccafioned 
l)y a'grofs breach of a public tteaty; we 
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mean the Rohill^a war. By thefe afts he 
procured about two millions fterling for the 
Company in two years. And on the iSth 
of Odlober 1774^ Mr. Haftings's admini- 
ftration ended* For the two following 
years he was conftantly in a minority. The 
firft political a£t of the majority, MdTrs. 
Qavering, Monfon, and Francis, was one 
of the moft flagrant breaches of public 
faith ever known in any country 5 yet Mr. 
Burke has pafled it filently over, and it 
received the warmeft approbation of the 
King's Minifters and the Court of Di- 
redlors. Far be it from me to throw a 
reflexion upon the memory of thofc who 
are now no more j but in fpeaking of Mr. 
Haftings, can we forget that he flrongly 
protefted againft the only breach of faith 
which was committed by the Government 
of Bengal during his adminiftration ? What 
was the condu<3: of the Court of Direftors, 
and what were their fentiments on this ex- 
traordinary occafion ? ** We think," fay 
they, in a letter dated in December 1775*, 

'^^ with our Governor General, that the 

« < 

trdaty of alliance between us and the Na- 
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bob Sujah Dowlah, did not expire at his 
death." But in a fubfequent letter they 
add, ** we rejoice that fuch important ad- 
vantages have been obtained for the Com- 
pany from his fuccefTor ; and we thank 
the majority for their attention to our in- 
tcrefts." Thefe letters had the fand:ion of 
the Treafury while Lord North was the 
Minifter* 

Let me now turn the attention of my 
readers to the weft of India^ in order 
to fe^ how far Mr. Haftings is refpon- 
iible for breach of faith in his tranfa^ions 
with the Marattas« It had long been a 
favourite idea with the moft refpe^able men 
in the Diredion^ that a revenue ought to 
be procured in the neighbourhood of Bom- 
bay, fufficient to meet the expences of that 
Government ; upon this principle orders 
were iflued to the Governor and Council of 
Bombay in 1768, to procure, if poiIible» 
the ifland of Salfette from the Marat tas, 
but to do it rather by purchafe than wan 
— " Get money, my fon/' faid the old man» 
^' honeftly if you can; but get money." 
9 —So 
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— So faid the Court of Direftors. In the 
month of January 1775* the Bombay Go- 
vernment did take Salfette^ under a pre- 
tence that the Portugueze meditated an at-* 
tack upon that ifland. In March 1775', 
the fame Government did precifely what 
Mr. Pitt and the King of Pruffia are at this 
moment doing with fo much eclat in Hol- 
land.. They fided with Ragonaut Row, 
formerly the Pefhwa of the Maratta ftate, 
againfl: the MiniOrer who had expelled him. 
A fairer opportunity never was offered for 
carrying every point which the Dire£tora 
wanted ; and it was juftifiable by thepracf- 
tice of all ftates. The fuperior Council 
of BengaU however, were unanimous in 
difapproving the condu£): of the gentlemen 
of Bombay ; Mr. Haftings condemned it as 
unauthorifed and impolitic, tending to con- 
fequences which no man could forefee ; 
but the deed being done, he advifed that 
the future condud of the Government of 
Bengal fhould be determined by circum- 
fiancesy and that the orders to Bombay 
fhould be in fome meafure difcretionaU 
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Not fo the majority, Meflrs. Clavering^ 
Monfon, and Francis ; they pfoclaime4 
aloud to all India, that the Bombay Gp-» 
verment had a£):ed wrong ; and they fent 
an ambaffador to Poqna to declare as much 
to them, and to conclude a peace* The 
ambaffador, Colonel Upton, faid, 0$ his 
arrival, that the EngUlh might command a 
peace, all the independent Chiefs of the 
Maratta flate waiting to fee the part 
which they ihould a£t. A peace was made 
and figned the firft of April 1776; and 
for nineteen months the Supreme CbiitKil 
vainly endeavoured to enforce the execu* 
tion of the articles. In fad, not one xif 
them was executed ; and thi Miratta 
Miniflers, forefeeing that a war muft en- 
fue, applied for aiTiftance to France, which 
was folemnly promifed them. 

The Diredors, in concert with the King's 
Minifters, expreffed the higheft fatisfadion 
at the capture of Salfette; and were as 
much pleafed to find the caufe of Ragonaut 
Row fo warmly efpouffed j but in propor* 
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tion as they looked forward with hope to 
their favourite objea, were they difap- 
pointed when they heard of the interference 
of the Bengal Government, and the peace 
pf Poorunder. They lamented that the in-t 
tercfts of the Company had been ftcrificed by 
that peace; and they iiuthbrifed.a renewal 
of the engagements with Ragonaut Ro3wr» 
if any article of the late treaty (hould rfe^ 
main unfulfilled. Every fubfeqlient. mea* 
fure taken by Mr. HaftingSi in. the . Maratta 
war, was approved by the :Diredors : boilj 
knew the defigns of the French upon Jndia) 
^nd both knew that it was abfolutely ne^ 
ceflary for us to refift fo dangerous an alli- 
ance. Every ftep that human wifdom; or 
forefight could fuggeft, was taken to pre- 
vent the war in the Carnatic. When if, 
broke out with fuch alarming appearancesii 
the fuperior genius of Mr. Haftings alone 
ftemmed the torrent of our ill Juccefs, and 
diflblved that codfedoracy which had beea 
profefledly formed for our deftru($tiont 

^ * * • - * 

In ftating the conduA^f the Court of 
Dire^orsi I mean not to condemn any part 
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of it. The whole was ftridly confonant to 
the praftice of all ftates in all ages ; and in 
truths they aded in concurrence with, and 
under the controul of the King's Minifters 
throughout all the late war. If the engage- 
Hients with Ragonaut Row are condemned, 
upon what principle fhall the fupport of the 
Stadtholder be juftified ? Tell not me, faid 
Mr. Fox, fpeaking like a man, of the con* 
ftitution of Holland ; I flop not to enquire 
about, it. - Twdpartifes contend for the 
power of goirernmcnt ; France fupports the 
one, and ii is our intereft to protefk the 
other. .!: .- . . 

'In the' war which Great Britain madly 
waged with France in 1756 in defence of 
Ariierica wh'eri on the eve of rebellion, it 
willever be a doubtful point which party 
was the aggreffor. It was carried on with 
circumftances of cruelty far exceeding any 
thing we read of in India. Both parties 
employed the favages of America. Wa^ 
there ever fo inhuman, I had almoft faid 
fo diabolical ah a£b as the removal of the 

peaceful^ 
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peaceful, urioflFending French neutrals from 
Acadia, at. the commencement of that war? 
Both were juftified on the plea of necef- 
fity. Did not France exclaim againft us 
in every court of Europe, for feizing her 
fliips in time of profound peace ? yet the 
xneafure was a laudable one. In vainy 
however, do I fearch through the hiftory 
of the Britifli tranfadions in India for aifU 
of this complexion. 

4« In forming our opinion concerning 
the wifdom or impropriety, the equity or 
injuftice, of any government or adminiftra* 
tion, we ought to attend to the eftabliflied 
maxims of authority confirmed by former 
precedents. Suppofing, for a moment^ 
that the accufations brought againfl; Mr« 
Haftings are as agreeable to truth as they 
are founded on mifreprefentation, they 
amount to no more than this, that he 
fometimes exercifed the power committed 
to him, more agreeably to Afiatic than 
European ideas, but exercifed it for the 

moil 
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moft falutary purpofes, to preferVe ttie do* 
minions committed to his charge. Inflruc* 
tions from the Court of Dirediors, and 
orders from the Houfe of Commons, may 
have been fent to India, and negledied or 
difobeyed from the fame beneficent maxims 
by which they were didated. Unlefs the 
Houfe of Commons arrogate Omniscience 
as well as Omnipotence, it ought not to 
prefcribe the tenor of tranfa£lions in an 
unknown country, where decifions muft 
be formed on the preflure of the occafion ; 
nor attempt to regulate the events of a con- 
tingent futurity. In fuch fituations, ac- 
cording to the maxim of Eaftern wifdom, 
•* A man's awn mind vtill tell him more 
than feven fage? that fit on a high tower.'* 
Ever fince the Britiih flandard has beea 
erefled in Indoftan, the genius of our ad- 
miniftration, conformable to the govern- 
ments of the country, has been imperious 
and auftere, rather than fmiling and fe- 
xeoe« 

Our 
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- Our pofleffions in Afia were gained by 
ilie fword, and; if they are to be retained, 
mnft in all futUrt ages be held by the 
fword. 

In the adminiftration of Mr. Haftings, 
there is no a£l imputed to him that is not 
Suithorifed by formeF examples and efta- 
biifhed precedents. How is the govern- 
ment^ of any countfjrto be known and af- 
certained, but by ihiiient forms and imme- 
morial pmaice ? All laws, in their com- 
mencement, were merely confuetudinary, 
and founded on that experience which is 
aidlated by the common fenfe of mankind. 
Every code of legiflation, in. every corner 
of the world, ' is eftabli'flied on previous 
ufages and hereditary habits. There is 
not a fiogle or folitary faft in the govern- 
ment of Mr. Haftings, that has not a fanc- 
tion or example in the adminiftration of 
Lord Clive. ' * 

It 18 on this principle that the Royal fa- 
auly of Stuart have been fuUy vindicated 

M by 
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by tfie ^tejirofy^ of biftpry, and ji,ifti$ed 
t^ the conTcjiq^ce pf m^tfi|5ind. Theypnly 
atjten^pte^ t9 retain an^ f^^^^^^}^ W^v^ir 
hifhed and unimpaired, the powera ^9^ 
prerogatives which had been hereditary in 
the houfe . of Tudor* The ftate of jthe 
)dqg4om) tl;.e-i}tj:^UQfi and the fcgiaigenU 
of t)ie .peQplie, Hd cl^anged ; but every pr/igir 
ciple which h^6 hitherto ^duated thp nn^^ 
ter.s of mankifld;; gives, it;^ ^n^ion.t9,.t^ 
maxims whjch t^ey -pi^rfved, to malm\R 
the dign^iljr, aiid/upport<; |h,e privilcge<», 
vvhich defg^Ad^d ^0 ,tJ^in,.:^Qm, their pre: 
deceflbrs. . The. ftfcqef^.c^ f^e gwnd.relp^l, 
lioq fe.rved..only ^^ j^der the.xri^ep.qf t^g 
confpirator? |iio^e flagrant j th^ ".trial, ,fen| 
tence, .an^ , c(^,n^moati,on ; of Charks tl|cj 
?ir^ ha^ left a^^ jndf If^Je^^ eternal .dif^ 
grace 0,1? ^!jfi cjjpraaer. ,of Biri^ia. ^s pne 
cenmr^r ^q;^^^, ^F /o^feSr and repeal th^ 
barbaritief of ^^othfiT.? ."jyhilf we bli^ ft>fi 
the mifcondua:, and tremble at th,e ct^mS. 
of our fathers, fhall we bequeath the fame 
inCamouUegacy to future. jgen.eratipps ? ., 

m 
f 
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' There is a principle of ifriprovemeni 
arij inelioratiori in every conftitution 01* 
government ; the dbfervation 'and experi* 
race of former times' ehlrghten and corre<3i 
the following ; aha the voice of tinie gra- 
dilally teaches ihcyre peffc£t leflbns of wif-' 
dom. But legrflatioti has no retrbfped; 
jfi^w reguldtioiis^^ exterid otily to the future, 
arid ihtti no revehed afped on th6 pail; If 
in attempt is ihade to introduce the Englifli 
conftitution airiong the Gentods (an ittempt? 
as iiripoffible as it \^6uld be pernicious},- 
thbfe are exempted from its jurifdidion 
who aded under a different government; 
and from other maxims of policy. If a 
liew^K is to rife in the West, and fetid 
Its propitious ray to India,' let not its 
dazzTihg fplendours confume the heads W 
tliofc who aded in the'fhade of former ob- 
fcurity^; '" 



> I: 



5. Rewards arid .punishments are the 
great engines of government, and the wife 
aod proper adminiftratioa of tbem forms 

■ ' ■ ' -M 2 the 
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the chief diftiadion betwcea, a good atKl a 
bad minifter. There are particular occa- 
fions, when, from the. pianoers of the 
times, xemujieration of public merit, and 
retribution for national oiFences, bccpippLe 
effentially neceffary. At the commence*, 
meat of aformer war with France, whea 
no zeal appeared among our command?];? 
and officers in the fervice of their country, 
the punffhment of Admiral Byng Operated 
on the army and the navy like an eleftrical 
(hock, brought all the valour of the king* 

iom into exertion, and led on to viftory, 

» * 

and cpnqueft. . 

After a war fo difaftrous and difgraccful 
as the laft, juftice, as well as policy, might 
demand a vidim to be facrificed to the public 
refentment. If the Generals who accepted 
of their commiflion with an intention to 
betray their country, who fought the bat- 
tles of America inftead of the. parent ftate, 
and delivered up arniies into the hands of 
the enemy, had been impeached for having 

3 difmem- 
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difmembcYed • the Britiih doosnions, and 
loft thirtefp : prpYtQces no.tbU jSmpire, «i«i 
feelings andpr^fle^^iofts of thejiation ivrould 
perhaps hare goee. alQjng withr:the tn^afiicCis 
Bttt.to have hartffed. with perfecutionsand 
ia»pea<^ffi!Bnt* .Adwl«al iE^pdneji. arid tbft 
Governor of B^ogal wtho^t whofe fpletfdiA 
^^d meritorious ;€X?^tjoM ^Britato j«o»tt 
^ve read the Jaft. brjlliailt page of Ikcr 
^liftpry, and funk, into he? primitive infign 
oifica^ce in . t^^ map . <rfi th#; .world* i& a» 
infult to the -common fenfer.aad.fpirit^Qf thifr 
nftbot and eftabUflies a preoedeat ,tkitim, 
future times, muft check the ardour aadinf* 
frigidate the exertions of the executive 
branch of government : fof it muft occur 
to every perfon who is acquainted with po-. 
liticfl affairs,^, il^^t if to all thp, mtapiyjifial 
miidemeanors which have be^n imputed to> 
Mr. Haftings^ijhe hs^d ad^^d one real crime^^ 
had tbrownhjs J weight mto the fcale of op^. 
jgNofuioni and; violated the principles of duty, 
and allcgi^i^qs/ which he has ever main- 
gained to 4us toverdgn» -^e. l§Hje br6ad. 

flxield 
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Afield of; fntriotifm Whi<Jh ptdtedkd - the? 
AMeri&ap delinqtients, "waold have idietci 
fee Governor of India 'froitt -eve/y ioiftile 
attack; his impeachmeot wduld havfe beetf 
st» Biifth unktidt«r& a« that of Ldrd North 1^ 
ixvd itis naiflife and fcharatlef tran'fmitted 
^ifcboutU ftaln t<> the tafeftdifiant poRtntji 
MmittabhiMeiit t<^ p^ludple, has loyMItj' t<> 
flMffdtefeigOj^beebmifnch a crime,' astd 

tf^ifhidy yeart?' ia' there nd'niMHitii ^6- 
tmm fbrblrig- a-' flionmdus^'Sna^'ifemwaF 
c»&litten, ^and feecdiriiflg the fiibj^a of 'Jak** 

... • »- 

T'lf Tifct^ft, m¥ny<Jcgree$ attends the de- 
figfiaf of ^ thb aiccufers of Mr. Haftiri^, the' 
^ice of Britain henceforth to her fons i$, 
•^ Go and fefVe ybur counttyi but rf you 
ti^afffgrfefs the li^'of (tecial orders, ttou^h^ 
ccrpfpelleS hf * niceffity, you tdb ■ fo* aft the 
it%ie of yoiur foirttitie, your honfoiii-, ^ atiifi 
yaur life; if yoa a^ with />re^^r fHidehct 
sfeainft the ihterdls of the cmj^ire,* aiitf 

!-■ : bring 
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brjing. caUmity. and difgrace upon your 
fi»^9*ryj ypu havje only to cpprt oppofi-f 
ti^9 ^pd jCoalefce ,with yoi}r enemieey and 
yg^ will fiqdai p?LJ:ty jealous, and devoted 
ip.fupport ypijf, yqu :piay obtain a vote of 
fiiafl,V;« frpn* the Hojafe of iQoqpiinons for 
JQ^^f'^icfSy and Jon r^^kj read y&ur bijlory 
in the.eyn of the nfob by the light of bon- 
%€^>.94 illwpin^Jions. Bu^ :if, after exert- 
ing all yoijr effiJft? in the caufe of your 
^puntiy, youtr^um covered with laurels,- 
^ crowijed with foccefa^} if:you preferve 
liAoy^l ?tt^phn[ieftt to your foyereign, ybit 
^^ayexpeia th^ thunders of p^diamentary 
Tj2;?gieancei yo^ will certainly be im-r 
perched, and pr<)bably be undone/* . n 

- Jfe>gt>vertv»«»4 oad e?:ift on fueh maxims 
ofrpoUey. tAn adminiftratiori i^ uhprtn^ 
c;^pjed'/ftnd- iaiprc^ideat as to m^ke it ait 
ohjeft tp reward it^ enemies, snd punifh ite, 
friends j coatains within ^ iitfdf the ^prini-* 
ciples of deftrudion* Such a mafs . of. in-; 
Qoherent and difcordaiit materiala muft fi>Qa 
hO;diflblyed. . . : . ... .. ;: 

V 6. The 
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<S. The principles from \^liich men aS 
in public Iife> ftamp'merit or demerit 6d 
their adlione. If we can trace their cort-i 
duetto difappointed ambition/ perfonarre^ 
fentment, or envy bf-'fopei'lor worth, -lid 
ptetenlions to philanthropy or patriotiftii 
1?vill vindicate their cbarader in the view of 
an impartial public. - The firft great man 
whofe impeachment is recorded in hiffory 
tj^as Miltiades, ^ho liad refufed the fove- 
rcignty of Cherfohefiis, in order to eftablifl? 
the liberty of ^his country ; and who, Vf 
gaining the viiftory of Marathon, gave ait 
elevation to the charader of the Athenians, 
wJbich in every fubfequent age rendered 
them fuperior to the Perfians. The glor^ 
which he had acquiredf in dimini(hing the 
eonfequecice, excited the invy, of the Aic- 
meonidaej'^the fecurity of the commocP 
wealth, procured by his extraordinary 
abilities, rendered thofe abilities lefs ne*^ 
ceiTary i and his accidental failure at Paro^ 
afforded means of accompliihing his ruiip 
with a fickle multitude pofTeiTed of abfolutti) 
authority. The Chief of the oppofite 

fa£tioa 
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.£a:^ion coQdu£led $ c^pitaraocuratioti agaioft 
Jitm^ he was cond^mtied in a fine of fifty 
talents, which he was unable to pay ; and 
/Ip^nguilflied <)ut the Remains of a glorious 
life in the confinement and ignominy of a 
'.j^ifon. 

Among the confpirators againft Caefar, 
there was a fingle 6rutus> who loved his 
country ; but a multitude of perfonal foes^ 
Wao fought only to gratify their private 
-refentment by the aflaffination of the Dic- 
tator. The honourable men, who firft con- 
ipired againft the Governor of India> have 
happily furniflied a key to their own cha- 
rader. Difappointed of empire in the 
Eaft, by the failure of Mr. Fox's celebrat- 
ed bill, they meditated revenge ; and as 
their ambitious projeds had been ftrongly 
refifted by the Eaft India Company, they 
fixed upon their favourite fervant, whom 
they had formerly accufed, as an objedl of 
perfecution and impeachment. Will it add 
to the credit of any faction, that they have 
forfeited the approbation and the confidence 

N of 
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of their country ? Will it ferve asa recom- 
mendation to any caufe, that the arch- 
accufer of Mr. Haftings was the apologift 
of Powel and Bembridge ? Or will it add 
to the credibility of his prefent charges, 
that, after having accufed Lord North of 
crimes that could only be expiated on the 
public Jbaffold^ and drawn up articles of im- 
peachment againft him, he now employs that 
very hand to crown him with laurels, which 
was formerly armed for, his deftruftioiri 
Does the addition of the name of a cele- 
brated General to the Committee of- im^- 
peachmenr, reflect any luftre on their 
caufe? A general who, in June 1777, ac- 
cording to* his own ftatement^ " gave a 
war-feaft to the Indians^ according to their 
own cuftom ;" that is, authorifed their 
horrid ceremony of drinking human blood 
out of the Ikulls of their enemies; who 
gave them his fandiion to mangle the bodies 
of the flain, and take the fcalps of the dead; 
who, in a proclamation written by himfelf, 
talks of *' giving ajiretch to the Indian for ceSj^ 
of executing the vengeance of the fiate^ ofth^ 

mejfengers 
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mejfengers of wrathy of devafatioriy famine^ 
and every concomitant horror ;*' and who, 
after this pompous prologue of tragic fero- 
city, known only to the moft favage of 
the American tribes, figned the fatal and 
ignominious convention at Saratoga^ which 
drew France and Spain to the_affiftance of 
America, and deprived us of one half of 
our empire. The youthful virtue of Mr. 
Anftruther will not foon be forgotten ; who, 
after having declared in a full Court of 
Proprietors, " That Mr. Haft ings poffeffed. 
two of the moft effential requifites of a 
Governor, undoubted ability and undoubt- 
ed integrity ; and that he had made exer-. 
tions during the war which exceeded be- 
lief," in a few years afterwards became a 
member and a maqager of the committee of 
impeachment, ar)d took as zealous and 
aSiye a part againft Mr. Haftings, as he: 
had formerly done in his favour. The^ 
inconliftent alnd contradictor y. chpradter of' 
Mr. Francis is hardly an pbjefl: of criti- 
cifm. The pfrfpn^il enemy of Mr. Haftings 
ought to have been filent in .4 <;aufe that was . 

N 2 fubmitted 
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fubmhted td the decifioa of juftice, not the 
di£lafe& of animofity ; nor ought he to 
have added to the reproach and ridicale* 
he has already incurred from the world, 
hy conftantly attendmg, the meetings of the 
Secret Committee, from which he was ex- 
cluded by the Houfe of Commons, 




The tmtitses from which this irapeacfiS 
meat originated are farther illuftrated by 
the manner in which it has been carried 
into exeQution^ As it began^ fo it has been 
conducted, with thai violent animofity and 
vindidive fpirit, which feeks to blaft the- 
charafter of an individual ; not by that 
cool fenfe of juftice and equity which is fo^ 
licitous only to vindicate the honour of the 
natiom Fnftead of fair and- candid reafon- 
ing, his accufers have had recburfe to fa- 
tire, ridicule, and buffoonery; and have- 
loaded with invedlives and reproa^hesy un-> 
worthy at 2\\ times to be heard in the Bri- 
tifti Senate, and fit only to be applied to the 
moft atrocious criminai after convidion, a- 
perfonagepfon(Hinced innocent by thd1«w 

,'tj * ". till 
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dH he \s found guilty^ and placed in a iitu--> 
adon^ which) from its eniinenee alone^ en«« 
titled him to refpeiS: and veneration. Thiar 
is a language which truth difclaims ; thefe 
are weapons whieh virtue difowns. There 
IS a difference between the (Iroke of juftice 
and the fiab' of an aflaffin. 

The office of calm deliberate juftice is to 
rcdrefa gr'ievances, as well as to punifli of- 
^fences. It has beetf affirmed^ that the nv^ 
tivcs of India have been deeply injured ; 
but has aay motion been made to make 
them compenfation for the injuries they 
hatve^ fuftairied ? Have the accufers of Mr. 
Haftings ever propofed to bring back the 
Rohillas to ther country from which they 
were expelled ? to Tcftore Cheit Sing to the 
Zemindary of Benares ? or to return to the 
NabDb of Oude the prefent which the Go^ 
vernor of Bengal received from him for the 
benefit of the: Company ? Till fuch mea- 
fures are ad^ted, and in the train of ne- 
godation, the world has eve^ry reafon to 
conohide, that. the impeachnient of Mr. 

Haftings 
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Haftings IS carried, on frprjix motives! of 
perfonal animofity, not fro in' regard to 
public juftice. 

In turning my attention to the other fide 
of the Houfe of Commons, I fhall only 
ftate a few fads. In 1 785^ Mr. Dundas 
expreiTed his aftonifhment at the manner 
by which Mr; Haftings difcovered or cre- 
ated refources during the war; *' but by 
ihefe means/* fays he, ** he has faved In'- 
dia. I approved of his receiving the thanks 
of the Diredors ; and had 1 been, a Direc-' 
tor, I would have joined moft heartily in 
that vote." The fame Mr. Dundas, in' 
1786, gave his vote to impeach Mn Haft- 
ings for the identical condufl on which he 
had formerly pronounced a pancgyi-ic* 

Mr, Ge0rge HAfdinge exprfeffed his. opi- 
nion of Mr. Ha^ftings at. the bar o£ the 
Houfe of Lords in the. mpft animated and 
glowing terms, *' Long tbefervant of the 
Q^mpany, Mr. Haftings ha$ lived , but for. 
them, and for the Public uratcd with, them*: 
.. What 
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/What IS the real chara£ter of this wonderful 

•man ? He is the Chatham of the Eaft ; aa 

i equal fpirit of enterprize, the fame refourcc, 

commanding genius, enlarged conceptions, 

and purity of character, will make both of 

• them the idols of poller ity, '^htn tbeir little 
'. adverfaries will be too obfcure for: infamy to 

• record them.*' If thefe gentlemen have fmce 
taken a different tone, it is. nOt from any 
- new xlifcoveries- that have been made ; :the 
t reports of the Select Committee:wcre pub«- 
dcQxedat the .'period when thofc Members df 
.Parliament defended the caufeof Mr. Ha(l« 
tJRgs^^ aifd if fince that -time thfey have re^- 
.ceived a new Hght^i t Jmuft havecome through 
•fome medium, unknown/ to the public. 

. • r 

^ r 

» » . .^ . * » -. . 

The conduft of the Minifter on this occa- 
fron, has been covered with a cloud, which 
,no ray of reafoning can difperfe, and in- 
volved in a labyrinth which no thread of 
argument can unwind. In. the firft, and 
in appearance the heavieft, charge brought 
•againft Mr. Hadings, he acquitted him by 
his vote. In the celebrated debate con-* 

cerning 
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cerning the tranfadions at BenarcSs lie 
defcribed Mr. Haftings as one of the firft 
.men this country has produced ; vindicated 
him in every ftep of his condud towards 
Cheit Sing, whofe obftinacy he criminated 
in the (Irongeft terms ; and at the fame time 
found him liable to impeachment for an 
error in judgment, in which his greateft 
enemies difcerned no trace of blame. In 
the queftion concerning the Begums^ he 
advanced the grois and monftrous pofiticn, 
that rebels ought to be tried by law, arid 
denied the exiftence of the ftate-ncecffity, 
4pyhich had been proved by Major Scott, 
from the evidence ci authentic records. 
In the other debates^ he alternately 
mixed the higheft panegyric with the moft 
-poignant feverities. At one time he ex- 
tolled Mr. Hailings, as having preferved 
an empire to Great Britain, and faved a 
nation from perifliing by famine. At an- 
other timet he poured forth the pathos 
of apparent compaflion over the inif?- 
fortunes of a man who had incurred the 
eenfure of the Houfe of Commons, The 
2 reprimand 



Itprimahd which h6 gave to Lord Hood^ 
for expreffitig the manly fcntiments of a 
gallant officer ; his vindication of the low* 
and indecent ribaldry employed by fome of 
the enemies of Mr. Haftings, certainly ex- 
cited no fmall degree of aftonifliment, both 
within the Houfe, and amongft the Public. 
Oh thefe faiSis I fhall make no commentary, 
but leive the reader to his own reflexions. 



Whatever conjedures may be formed in 
Confequence of the warm panegyricsi and 
the harfh cenfures which the fame men 
have, at diflFerent periods^ heaped upon Mr. 
Haftings; whether the one or the other, or 
both, are to be attributed toprivate intereft, to 
caprice, to difappointed ambition, or to mo- 
meotacy pailioa; whether men who have 
been deprived of comfortable fmecures, in 
which they thought themfelves fecxurc for 
Ijfe, attribute their misfortunes ta the late 
Governor General of Bengal, and are 
actuated by private revenge; whether, as 
Mr. Sheridan once faid, certain men feel a 
pleafure in humbling the man by whofe 

O affiftance 
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affiftance (if Oppofition is to be believed) 
they defeated a very powerful party ; whe- 
ther thofe who have carried the impeach- 
ment to the Lords were aduated by any of 
thefe motives, it is now of no moment to en* 
quire* Every friend of Mr. Haftings and 
of humanity, will rejoice that his caufe 
is carried before a tribunal competent to 
his acquittal, or his condemnation; and 
the nation will look with confidence on the 
deliberative wifdom, and impartial juflice, 
which will dilate the decifion of the moft 
auguft tribunal upon earth. 
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taining the Examinations of Sir Robert Barker, Bart* 
Colonel Champion ; Major Marfack ; Captain Leo^ 
Hard Jacques ; Major Balfour ; Major Gardener ; Ma,-. 
jor Gilpin ; Nathaniel Middleton, £fq. Captain Wil- 
liams ; Sir Elijah Impey; Captain* Thomas Mercer s 
William Young, Efq. Mr, Ifi^fC Baugh ; WilHain 
Harwood, Efq. Ewan Law, Efq* Alexander Higgin- 
fpn, Efq." Peter Moore, Efq. William Markham, iLfq^ 
David Anderfon, Efq. Mr. William Wrights Ii| one 
large Volume 8vq. Price 7s. 6d* in Boards./ : 

8. A Narrative of the Infurredlion which happened 
in the Zem^eedary of Benares,- in the. Month of Au- 
guft ijSii, and of th^ TranQiaions in thatDiflrifti 
^ith an Appendix of authentic Papers and A$davUs». 
By^ Wiarren Haftings, Efq, 

9. The Prefent State of the EaftJndies, by, War- 
ren Haftings, Efq. late Governor General of Bengfil -, 
with Notes by the Editor. Price only 2s. 

• - ' ' * . 

10. Articles of Charge of High Crimes and Mlfde^ 

meanors, againft Sir Elijah Impey, Knt. l^te Chief 
Tofticeofthe Supreme Court of Judicature at Fort 
William, in Bengal, prefented to the Houfe of Com-' 
inons, upon the 12th Day of December 1787, by 
Sir Gilbert Elliot, Bart. Price 2s. 6d. 

. II. Minutes of Warden Hidings tod Philip Francis, 
£fqutreS| relative to their perfonal QuarreL Price 
1$. 6d, ' . 

12, Mr. 
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12. Mr. Sheridan's Speech on the Charges brought 
againft Mr. Hafiings* Price 33. 

13. The Debate on the Rohilla War, in thn 
Houfe of Commons, the iftand &d of June 1786* 
Price IS. 6d« , 

14. The Debate on the Charge relative to Mr. Ha- 
i):ings's Conduflio Chey t Sing, at Beoares, in theHoufo 
of Commons, on the 13th of June 1786. Price is. 

• 

15. The Debate in the Houfe of Commons, June 
asth, 1786, on the £afl India Relief Bill, in which is 
included the Hiftory of the Diamond delivered to Lord 
Sydney by Major John Scott. Price is. 

16. The Bengal Calendar, for the Year 1788 : In* 
eluding a Lift of the Honourable and United Eaft India 
Company's Civil and \4ilitary Servants on the Bengal 
EftaUifhment, &c. Including alfo thofe at Madras, 
Bombay) Fort Marlborough, China, and St. Helena. 
A new Edition. Cerredted at the Eaft India Houfe. 
Price 19. 6d« fevred in Marble Paper. 

17. The London Calendar, or Court and City 
Regifter for England, Scotland, Ireland, and America, 
for the Year 1788, including a complete and correA 
Lift of the prefent Parliament, &c. &c. &c. more ex« 
tenfive and ufeful than in any other Book of the Kind 
yet publifhed. Carefully corrected at the refpe^ivcr 
Offices. Printed on a large Paper. Price only is. 6d» 
fewed, or 28. bound. 

\* The above Calendar may be had complete with the 
New Heraldry in Miniature^ containing the Ara>s of 
the Peers and Baronets : Almanack, Companion^ 
and Bengal Calendar, bound together. Price Ss. 

1^, ^. Qe careful to a(k for the London Calendar. 

I i8c Field. 
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i8. Fielding's New Peerage of England^ Scotland, 
tnd Ireland, for 1788; containing the Origin ^nd 
Progrefs of Honours, Manner of creating Peers, Order 
of Knighthood, Introdudion to Heraldry, - with an 
Heraldic Dictionary, and a complete Extin^ Peerage, 
In a neat Pocket Volume. Price only 6s, in Boards, 
or 7s. 6d. Calf gilt. 

%* The above New Edition of the Peerage is cor- 
rected to the prefent Time, and contains of Cop-* 
per- plate and Letter- prefs 400 Pages, which is 
nearly double the Quantity of the laft Edition, 
though the Price is not advanced to tbe Public. 

19. New Heraldry in Miniature : Containing all the 
jft^rms, Crefts, Supporters, and Mottos, of the Peers, 
PeerefTes, and 3i(hops, of England, Scotland^^ and Ire* 
land, with the Baronets of Great Britain ; and the 
Infignia of tbe different Orders of Knighthood in the 
Three Kingdoms : alfo an lotroduftion to the Science 
of Heraldry, a Di£tionary of Heraldic Terms, as well 
as an Index to all the Peers, i^c, with the Tranflation 
of t^ieir Mottos : Likewife a Lift of Titles conferred by 
his prefent Majefty, and thofe extindt fince his Accef<- 
cefBon to the Throne. Containing upwards of 1000 
Arms of the Peers and Baronets, and Rules of Pre- 
cedency amongft Men and Women. Pri^e only 2s. 6d» 
fewcd in Marble Pape^ 

20. Remarks upon Colonel FuHarton's View of the 
Englilh Interefts in India. Dedicated to the Officers 
in the Service of the Eaft India Company in Bengal* 
fiy an Officer, late in the Company's Service in Ben- 
gal. Price IS. 6d. 

The Debates of the Laft Seffion of the late Parlia- 
ment, in Six Volumes, 8vo. Price il. iis. 6d. half 
bound and lettered. 
tt5* The above Six Volumes contain Mr. Pitt's and 
Mr. Fox's Eafl India Bills, and all the Debates 
pn that Subject, 

l^. Alfa 



t III ] 

IX. AUo the Debates for 1784, Firft Sei&on of the 
prefent Parliament (being the i6th), in Three large 
Volumes, 8vOb Price iL is. half bound and lettered. 

22. Ditto 1785, Second Seffion, in Three Volumes^ 
8vo. Price ih is. half bound and lettered. 

23. Debates in Parliament in 1786, Third Seffion^ 
in Three Volumes, 8vo. Price il» is. half bound and 
lettered. 

24. Ditto 1787, Fourth Seffion, in Three Volumes^ 
8vo. Price il. is. half bound and lettered. 

t3^ The above Debates contain a very full Account 
of the Proceedings refpeding Mr. Haftings, and 
the Eaft India Affairs. 

25. The Tribunal, addrefled to the Peers of Great 
Britain about to fit in Judgment on Warren Haftings. 
Price 2s. 6d. 
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